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PREFACE

At one of the initial meetings of National Graves Association, etc.,
it was decided to leave on record some little attempt to do justice to
the memory of the United Irishmen of Co. Kildare. Few historians
of the period give more than a passing reference to the Rising in Co.
Kildare. The County Committee hereby tenders its most grateful
thanks to . n c-Acaip Sedram O Munéite, 5.1, who wrote this
little booklet. We must also thank the Editor of the Clongownian for
his permission to re-print the Irish version, which appeared as an
installment in the Clongownian, 1948.

It is also only fitting to return thanks to His Grace the Arch-
bishop of Dublin for giving us his patronage and blessing, and to state
that it has been our inspiration throughout.

The translator apologises for any liberties taken with the original
text. The reader of the English translation would scarcely believe the
difficulty of rendering a free translation, as one has to think in Irish
and suddently revert to thinking in English, a vastly different process.

We hereby dedicate this Souvenir of the 1948 ceremonies to the
memory of our illustrious fore fathers of 1798.

Co. Kildare National Graves Association.

AUGUST, 1948.



Ah Céan bLuille

An oice rin (23-4 Aibpean) rea tornaig €mpi-Amac 1798, 1p
1 sContae Cilloapa 00 caitea® an  CEaD upcap, ASUP I P an
sCopacoill Do bamesn amac an Céan Duard miledta a5 na Fip
doncaite. Vo Tabavaf an AT ATUP DO VHZEADAR an 3T ATUP 0O
VEIZeanap an beatic Asur 01 cupedanap C“Crann na Ssomppe’” mp
an pparo,  An oice ¢éanna, N0 an L& DA Clonn, VO [UMTEAD Na
SArarciin ap an sClaona® asur ar Daile Mogt na nlupcapac asur
0'Eas A an Ri bate Citloana ¢un oul a5 go1mgine ap an sCeann-
Aym Dunoap 1 sCiILL - Cutlinn. - 1 bri-Deipceanc  an  Contae 00
TIonolan. na  h€ipeannai Aoncaice ar an  Op-Foprpars Moip asur
Sabanap Deal Ata an Tuaip asup cuipeanan apn tuce an Comnmio-
In-Airce ceicea® 5o oci T Cuintce na Foppar Moifte agupr 5o TE
mop an Cotnél Cémn.  V'épug mumceap Citt Car agur Maen
Colam CtLLe, AC NI TAMS an cabaip o ap Caiplean an Comaip 50
PADADAR AT pOIL Letp, ASur niop vemedanap an onrai ap A 1 0o
cup 1 sepic. Vo e ap an 1onpai ap Mamipci €nin, onpai vo
veinedn a5 muincip na hlap-Foppai,

STAID AN concae, 24 A1brRedn

Tnacnona an Lae tin, 24 Aibpedn, peo. map 4 bi clprai an
Concae 1 scoiwmne,  Di na h€ipeannai Adoncaice 1 peilh mop-cooad
an Concae, agup bi Fonrai an R cap éir bailia Leo ircesch n Ac 1
tra Veirceanc, asur 1 Nar na R pa Tuairceanc.  Ip ambaro oo ceip
At an qonpai vo tug Micedl Mac Ragnaill ap an Nap ap marom.
Tapla 50 naib pAIrNélr pacca 45 an Ciapng Jorgopo pomm pe, ssup
Bi an Sapapcin 1 seomaip aise,  Uianp an mbaile apt marom muincip
4 Reimpiminte peimn (Sluagcifte Apromaca) agup orrondr 04 Funna
Cata asup pomnc ponrai oe Vpastin asur oe Sean-Dpeastnai agur
ve MMapcpa Siomanpars. 1 scaiceam an lae 0o méaoaid 4p an
Lion peapn, Tié Saparcin an CLaonta, ‘00 ¢OlA 1rTeac ‘éucu.  Um
tpdcnona oo tamg an Ceann-&ipm ‘Dunoar, 45ur 0o Camg maola
G151 anpan ap ¢npocad nda sCimi, aSur ap mapd muncip an baile
man oioltar ar an ionrai.

AT 10Mmsamn

Ve péip veallpaim ip amlaro rn D’FANn an reéal aft Fedd poinnc
Li.  Llémion TRact ap ¢ipla repomarc ¢ scomapranacc Cill
Dpowcio cimpeall an 260 Lae ve Deataine. Da 001% Le ouine aft
na h@ipeannai Aincaite e na LaecanTa ro, Sup beds eolar 00 bi
A5 buionta pé lei® acu ap imeaétai na mbuion eile, o oTi suft
toprnaionan ap bailid Le ¢éile 1Nt na campai. AC 0O 1preas rceala
na Copacoille mumceap Rai lomEam, pé ceannar an Captaoin
Sedn O Oubuptuile ar an Loiiz Moiy, cun tabaipc pén mbaile
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(26 Dealrame) . Vo Fabadan an LT on nSiomanpa agup dureavan
AfL AN CEQD FME-10NPal DO Unne .an Mancta Vud ar an Damgean,
A¢ cdimg  aic-gmcionrai 0 Stuaz-tine Dear-Concai marp aon le
opondr, ATur ©’atiabanap pan an baite.  O’1img an Captaom
O Oubupcuile amac 50 oti an Campa 1 0TI Mocua 1 pPapporce
an Claonta.

campa  ¢noic  artuinne

Tap & na buarde G0 4% na h€ipeannai Aontaite 1 Sean-Cill
Cuiinn (24 Dealtame), 0o dpr an Ceann-dapum VuUnNDAr At A
n-1onpal | pin a1 5CiILL Cumtinn  .an  Onoicro.  Samlaiteap Iun
tuiseda® 061D anpan supab € a lear cruinmit Le céile, reacar 4
mapil 1 MIN-DReamanng, asur 00 bailiovap 1 gCampa ap Cnoc
Aillmne. Ta& an choc ¢o6m hapo ran napd gérom Le Manena ooy
Ma N-4a5a10 ann, cé nap o0n vamsean 1 scomnnib Coirmite €, Do
ol raganc pappoirce Citt Cuttinn cnnfollaca piicdna ohanpard
aft an sCeann-A&pm Dunoar, o o1 vemead 27 Dealtame. Rinne
Lake azur ODunoar cnnne Leo 485 4 Ceann-Ceatntiin 1 sCairtean
Mammcin. Do tugsad ovorna “‘Mémli’” na rocair 0o Bi usta 1 50
el oeipesd  Lemny an sComnmead-In-Airce  asur  lteir an
VTIONANACT TCOIIANTA, AC Deitean Jup 0e  Deafs-4mneon an
Ceann-&ipm Lake é go vtdims Vunoaf pémn cun claca® Lleir an
ngérlleat ap an sCnoc, 28 Dealtame.

AR AR AN sCMRREAC

Ni pa1d an oean ran oven &0 of€u pio 0o el apn Cumppeac
Cilloapa ctipla Ld ma 0110 rin. Tap ér 0O 4 FTCUWD Apm DO
¢un nata oo tug Sir James Duff 6ot 0d ¢uro Mancna 140 o’ 10npai,
Sup ition 352 viob aft an broo pan. Ve ném an Béaloroir Bi
85 baincread 1 aoh Trpdio amam oe bale Cilloapa an marom 04
clonn.

campa T mocud,

Vo cuat® pupmon tuéc Cudircinc an Contae 1 scampa 1 0C1%
Mocua um Oeipean na Dedltaine, To 0T pan niop emug pIn
Danuncact O sCeatais  asup Nactan-Fine. Vo pdsan mummceap
Contae Cilloapa paop 04lEa Duslsair €imce amac, TOIpe Ofean
04 nO1115, Helt Tapa O mi Manpca 1 Leic. AC 0oL’ 140 pipt an LONS-
poic rin 1 T1E Mocua VO coimedD an THOID apt Pl o corac an
MeiEim o ocTi Lap  an 1l 1’é ba taoireac ontu Liam iglmeap
ar Tz Daile an Pagms sairo 0o Rat Copaish.

TADAL G Coca

i cpaccail ésm 1 otaoh  Coinniollaca Siocdna Timpeall
torac pae Campa 015 Mocua.  A¢ MA@ OIL 1P TAMD & hap an map-
gaiotT ran, map o'éug Ammoan Campa amac Supn Sabaoan Cill
Coca, react milte 6 T15 Mocua, 4 Meiteam. VO UMTEADAN A1 an
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mbaile rin Sir Fenton Aylmer asur o Cop Siomanac Dornac Catais,
ASUP DO Cutpeavap Tné emne an beapaie asur Trs Vatle na Cuipce

10NSAT AR €15 motua.

i an longponpc o TiZ Mocua ina aban Téap-crdice non
1‘1.’\1.1‘1‘\11). Dioo Luét an (‘\\nn.).\ A5 CUt iPTeac Aft 11)1[\1‘10‘\1-.\1 ba
TABACTAC Ler an Rialtar 1 na DOITHEe At & VTIOMANTT eallai beldiod
ATUP caoftad 50 Datle Aca Cliag an CTHAC (D, aZUP 1t 10Moa l)(“lti(!("
,\,'-;nr caoife Diob Do Tabah map Cpeic ATUr 0o h-i€eat 1 otig
Mocua n6 1 Muelainn no 1 nOpoicean ag Lucc Leanina Liam A.\ﬂ:l:
mean. Vo com an Rialtar an Ceann-&ipm Champagne ¢un *rmi 1
;(‘nm.\u_ple Le Lieutenant Tyrell ap Cluam lopaipo, 5 Meceam, Dé
TOMAD & Seomaile Sup ¢uipeanan plop At oAl 6n Damgean éun
an (.‘f\mp\\ o'ionpai. Vo Zluaip an Ceann-dipm ap €avan Voipe, T
Meitean, terr na viopmai reo Leanar: curo oen Limerick Militia,
Coolestown Yeomanry Cavalry, Canal Legion, Clonard Cavalry, Ballina
Cavalry. Majonn Musgrave Supt DUPeADAn IPTead 1A Longpopc agup
Sup recipeanan €, 8 Meicean. - ;

SADAL MAS NUADAT.

g Ve an T-toap céanna, Arac, zup sam Liam Aiglmeap agur
500 Fear Leip batle Mag Nuadac 6 viopma ve Siomanpa Capcean,
10 .mmce.\m. A DA L& o'éir “Lép-remorca’  Longpomc i
mnm.m, ASUr 00 DTuRaDan 11 Semanoé na bpriordansi o VT an
Longpont céanng, asur por sup Togs muinteap an Campa céanna
ereac ar Mag Nuatac, o Ld ma a1 pin apde, 14 Merceanm.

cat baile obaro.

: Ciig Ld 0d & rin 1rea oo Troroeat Cat Dale Obaro. . De
néin Dailéro ap & otustan ““Cac Daile Obaro’’ bi TIONOL MO
D'€imeannai doncaice Cuaircipe an Concae noim an geal ran, asur
Ve Ny reealta béAloor S0 fa1h vaoine 6 Concae Loc g(\\m;mn
Asup 6 Contae na Mioe ann. Asur B mnd na odice mnocac
A5 bpT  apdin oon Tpluag le Tamall noimme, Deé oangaoir
00 B a5 na hOipsT sluareact le 5,000 pean pé vem Daile
{\C:\ Slg‘\t, L Um{) 'o’f(mmﬁ an Ri bew bpuromdml 1 gConcae

o¢  SCapman. 1 ‘ptil’ “acu” "cimpealt’"'3 INTO
bailil cucu ra Tupar pran  oob. (\{‘p 00 cé’l?é(t)gg 10;:1:'151;(1);‘?(1)]‘ 13\;1,
an oTionol an feapann  Muintean honc 1 mDaite Scolog noim
breicredrca ap marom, 19 Mertearn, agur i ap @150 01 t‘}i%mn ATG
Nna hOIP1ST & TCWo peap 0o Cabaint 5o hionao 1ONCoranta an t'mn}t
Cnoic Daite Obaro. 11 amlard ba mo ven I Nd ven Hiad vo B
CaITe o5 an rLludd annpan agup 0o b aépann 101t CUTD DEerna reapaid
A]\. 111(}1'0::1_. ABUP DEAS ran naé maid an fan a Bi opta ¢un caca.
AC DA noemead na pin pice Deant ve péin Gpoaite an Aiglmeanaiy
.1, oul ’ionrai na n-&c AP 4 MDEAD na FTUNNAl MO 4T carteam
1 rliap 50 paib an Teme opondip 45 IMIAT an rlearad apcu, onnar
Sup mapaion 200 gean acu 1 mbalt ap o oTUZan ‘An Cl arde Dun-
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mapaiteac’ 6 poin, Tug i unna an Aglmeapad pén oponap
Vo FabAil, agup Bi piora aMmaim OPoONAPr TARA ACu, AC DO Culp 10nrai
na NOpaAsn 04 SCATNEIM 140, ATUP ANPan 1rea 00 [unne na sunnai
mofa 140 00 tant. V’é €apla De rin Sup reaipea® an Tionol, agup
Suph N CANT AN BAIN Deeannac 45 peanad Cill oapa ¢un beaq-
caioct an Tiapna €40b4Ar0 Do cun 1 Brerom, 1 pad ar ran amad
AC teagmarai guerilla n6 mioncozaioct.

“ruiocdam  an cLaonca

Ac¢ o éputars Liam diglmean 50 mai€ po $né pin cosaiocta,
Dpeir asur reactain tap éir bpreat Daile Obaro Hi 4 ¢um0 peap A%
véanam 1onraice ap Campa T Mocua, ve péip Licneac 0o repiobd
an Damoiapna Sapah Napiep, 1 sCitt Omicro oi, 27 Meteam, Agup
o ullars Liam Aglmean Luiocdn 101 Coill Cluana Sabann asur
an 5CLaona®, 4 1ul, agur meimeac an Capneac, oumme 04 Culo pean,
0O CaT upcan no-éarcardo, Bi an ponra SallDa ap pa0 Tapa ake.
An L& ina 01410 pin apir, 0o Ccui opigead lep (an Captdoimn
Micedl O Coizug ar Rat Copms) AN a1S AL AN NAThAID, TRE BReis-
10Npai, ran 10N4a0 Scéanna, H 1ul.

cAat Cluan 10RARD.

Tan 61 cata Daite sCuillean, 4 1ul, vo tdims rluag 1,600
reap ve mumtip Concaete Loe sCamman agur Citt thanncam ipceac
1 oCuaipceanrc Concae Cilluapa. Sian mo DI 1 sceannar optu
Ancome ve Poipe agsup Cavbipro Mac Seapailc ar Co. loe 5Can-
man, asup Seapdro O Dpomn ap Cilt Manncdém, asur an cdéam
Maonos O Céipin, ar Lo¢ sCapman, 0o HI0D a5 Déanam Ino FASAINT
1 bFaimce Cilloapa tamall poun an @ipi-Amaé. Sluaipeanap o6n
sCopnacoill asur 800 capall  ar Contae Cilloapa acu ¢un oul
o’ 1onpai Aca Luain, a¢ 00 bureat ontu 4% vul Trearna na Domne
tap Opoicean Cluam lopamo,, 11 lul, asup ¢ilaiooap 6 Deap Jup
carpeanan an oice 1 sCairtean  Caibie 1 mDapuncacc Caipbpe O
sCiapda.  Sabaoap irceac 1 sConcae na Mide 1 scomanranacc
Daile Sean, 12 1ul, Tap 61 001D  cam-cudyc 0o tabanc Tpé
Contae Lugbard, asur 4 rcampte 1 mDatte na Dacailte 1 sContae
Ata Clag, o’ull curo acu an Contae Cilloana, Vo 5abaD Antoine
ve Poipe asur an tdE. 0 Céipun 1 5Cluamn DolE, agsur 00 cro¢a®
140 apaon 1 €avan DVoipe, V'éiug Le h€aobdpo Mac Seapailc
rluad an AaZlmcanaiy 00 Bant amac rlan.

IMTEACTAMREACT ASUS MARSAL

Um an oTaca 1°0 00 TOPNAion ap beit ag pLé comiollaca
riocdna 1 sContae Ciltoapa. Vi an  Tiapna Buckingham ctap éip
i vo cup 5o T atamr Liam Aiglmear, 4 tabaipc Le Tlisrine 5o
ngacpai To ceanra Le éillean na n€ipeannac Aoncaite ra Concae
rim.. Do cuip “Owpisi na Dapintacta’’ (1. M Ceatams agup Uactan
fine) Licin Dap vaca 15 1ul o oci Lieut. Michael Aylmer agup 0o
¢ump Sir Fenton Aylmer i go oci Tiapna Cairleain Riabars map aon
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le LTt uaro pém 6 Maz Nuadac, 16 1ul AT molah connapta
riocana.

S0S COSAID Sa& contae

Ac niopt MO Por cogam Bere ann  powh pé cmse prin, Do
mnne an Ceann-dipm Wilford comne te Liam Qidlmeap agsup Lle
h€aobdro Mac Seapailt inp na Salleam, agup 06 COMAD & N-10Ma-
Sallg v’6roais ré Sor Cozard inp an SCeantan agur ¢uip ré
rcéala an tSora Cosard pin 5o oTi Ceann-Oipigeac Apm an Ri 1
SContae na Mive, agur 5o vl an Trapna Cornwallis, 17-18 1ul,

SSIEMU AN CONNARTA

I anpan vo mgnion 4an Connpat, Vi @ipeannai Aoncaite
Cilloapa asur Lo¢ sCapman asup Citt thanncdin Le ¢éile 1 SCampa
an an sCopacailt  Tamg teadtapi anpan ¢ucu 6n Rialcap,  0'gan
beipe Qipigeac oe StusgTire Aromaca map Stalla pa Campa, af
Fean 04 vai an ¢lois, Lte Linn 0o Liam Aiglmean agup Do Feattan
DEAT DA Com-O113T oul ¢un & n-aimmneaca 0o cup teip an sConn-
a0, Ve péip an Béaloroir i 1 Rat Copaid 0o pignion an Cohnpao.

na comioLtaca siocana

D’1a0 ro na Comiollaca ap a cimnea® ra Connpa® pan: 5o
Leigri rLan Aro-Omist an Apm doncaiie San Tmall ¢iince, san
DOCAR DA J[ceafta maoine, ATufr O BraZioir cean 1meacta [o
crioé ap DIt nac  pad eapcdipoiil lena Shoilpe  an s
ATUr To oTabappal maicianar iomLaAn vornd  raigoimm oo Bi
FENQ" ‘'sceannar, "asup ‘50 leispi Leo” ga¢ 'ni 04’ haib oéanca
Act g0 DT ing 01 BT ra MARSAD, De néip nad licpread 'ao
Le Sir Fenton Aylmer o gcuipipea® na h€ipeannai Aontaiée a4 Scio
AM uata ap an mball ba Mmaoile aJur ba LG poicin ap Cnoc Vaile
1 Sonain, asur ponrai an Ri “vo Zluaireaéc amaé £é na hoéin
anran ar Mag Nuanac, a¢ an oul pocomzgana¢ vo.”” MNiop &
Dorna hOip18i 140 réin 0o Ttabaint ap L oon Rialtar 30 ceann
i L& tan éip an Connapca, 50 mbio® caotr acu rlédn o’ fATAINT
AT A TCUID CANAT.

Vé Satann, an 21u La ve 1 1ml, 1irea o F61ILL na Daoine reo
Leanar 140 péin e na Saitedm:

Liam Aiglmean, Cotpneal; Donnéad O Feapngaill, Sagoip
Szl ; €aobdpo Mac Jeanailt, Col.; Pionas O Maonarg, S.S.;
Seoparh Mac Copmaic, Captaoin; Rarteapn O DVALas, S.S.;
Seoiire O Labaig, Capc.; Séamar Mac Conoud (Anooe), S.S.;
Ammomar O Peandaill, Capc.; Micéal O Coislig, Capc.; Séamur
O Tiapndin, Capc. ; Dpan Mac DViapmana, Capt.; Ao0 Mac an
maoir, Lieutenanc-Coirneal s Peanan O Copepdin, S.S.

Vo tusa® 50 Daile Ata CLAE 1 Sceitne coirti 140 ran tuar,
cun o Beupta tan rdile “an caoitilact an Rialcar.”’  An pedc
Connapta Concae Cilloafa, 00 pudip curo 04 scomiuaillice rin 1
sContaete ele an maciinap céanna. A, fomion, ni M ngac
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cdr Do cuipea®d na comiollaca 1 brerdm map ba Oleact. Vo
cpoca® eapmonn O Cavam, map pampla, 6 Lo¢ gCapman, rulap
Priop reéala an Connapca o Contae rin ‘‘zo hopsiait.”  O'wmg
na ro-Omisi Cilloapaca asur na Saisoitiim Singile abaile 5o oTi
N-a DTIEE FEMN, Map AR fan & Brupmop San detd paipcesc 1 geinrai
polaiciocta, 50 oTi saimrean €pi-dAmaé Rowediro €mmenn.  Ac
reéal eile iread é trin,

D’ fin vetpest Gipi-dmach na bliana 1798 1 sContae Cilloana.
Niopd aon abap ndipe vorna Cilloapai €, Cé 0 fabd oe PrbLér
ACU Tan an c@ipi-Amac 0o Gun ap AC-L0 50 N-€1i00 na contaete
eile, D1 Cornaionan an an VATA 00 bi ceapaie VON Tip 1 Scoitinne.
Asup 11 Cilloanal Do GiNR AL AN OTOPNG ran, asup & Tug an ¢om-
Af€a cun-tornaite, a5 core na SCowcd Poirc 0oid A DoOITHe A
zConcae péin nuaip 0o telp an sné ren ap Mumom Date  Aca
Cliat. 1p oorna Cilloapnai, map pin, 1t Feapn & oippea® line a0
an ' Llongdnaig:

“ Tra mo énot na Laigm a4 0'adamn an Teine bed

N7 hap 4 haOnat amaim, am, if MolTa 140, a¢ At & coimedn an
Pl ap peat 04& i, nior ra nd map 0O Ma an COZTAI0CT 1N AON
concae eile a¢ amain 1 Stéice Cilt thancdam, Nuam a cuimnimio
& oprcailte vo-copanta 0o Hi DOHICET na sCilloané, it ciip maoice Linn
DOIH & teabar map 0'éME Leo, a4 fon sup cuflean ciigean
Ceann-Aipm  1mma  gcomnmb. Catbioeal cabactac De 1'TAlt ha
n-Cieann rea reancar na  sCilloapac ran, 1Ir mai 1 P14 00
Corti Ferpe Concae Cilloapa cutfine an treancair pin 0o buand,

HI%?



KILDARE IN 98

THE KINDLING OF THE FLAME

THE FIRST BLOW.

The Rising of 1798 began on the night of 23rd-24th of April of that
year. The first shot was fired in Co. Kildare, and it was in Prosperous
the United Irishmen won their first victory. They captured the town
burned the barracks, and planted the “ Tree of Liberty " in the street:
On the same night, or the day afterwards, the garrisons of Clane and
Ballymore-Eustace were routed. And the King’s army left Kildare town
to reinforce General Dundas at Kileullen. In the south of the county
the men of Narraghmore rose up. They captured Ballitore, and routed
the ‘‘ free quarters gentry,” who fled to Narraghmore Courthouse and
the residence of Colonel Keating. Ths men of Kilkea and Moone also
took the field. But the reinforcements they were expecting from
Castledermot never arrived. And they were unable to attack Athy,
as they had planned. An attack on Monasterevan was beaten off,

STATE OF THE COUNTY.

On the evening of the 24th of April the position was as follows: The
United Irishmen held most of the County. While the King’s forces
had rallied at Athy in the South, and at Naas in the North. An attack
on Naas, led by Michael Reynolds, was eventually heaten off. Lord
Gosford, acting on information received, had the garrison in readiness.
He hq.d under his command the Armagh Militia (his own regiment);
twolpleces of heavy artillery, Dragoons, Ancient Britons and Yeomanry.
During the day, the surviving remnants of the garrison in Clane arrived
to swell his forces. In the evening, the arrival of General Dundas did
much to put an end to the butchering of the townspeople who were
being killed in revenge for the attack cn the town.

RATHANGAN.,

The si_tua_tion remained thus for some days. There is an account of
some sk_lrmzshmg near Celbridge about the 24th of May. At this stage
the various bands of United Irishmen were working in ignorance of
one another’s pians. But presently they began to come together into
camps. At the news of the victory at Prosperous, the men of Rathangan
under the leadership of Captain Doorley of Lullymors, attacked and
captured the town. The Black Watch from Daingean counter-attacked
but were repulsed with heavy losses. But the South Cork Militia
returned to tha attack, and with the help of artillery, re-captured the
town. Captain John Doorley and his men retreated in good order to an
encampment in Timahoe in the parish of Clane,
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IN THE FIELD

THE CAMP AT KNOCKAWLIN.

After the victory of the United Irishmen at Old Kilcullen on the 24th
of May, they were beaten in a further attack on General Dundas’s forces
at Kilcullen. The United Irishmen then decided to group their forces,
rather than be wiped out in small bands. The encamped, therefore, at
Knockawlin. This hill could only be attacked by infantry, as it was
too high to be stormed by dragoons. The parish priest of Kilcullen
advised the United Irishmen to seek terms from General Dundas, which
they did on the 27th of May. Lake and Dundas received them at their
headquarters at Castlemartin. The ‘“ rebels’’ obtained the terms they
sought, i.e, an end to fres quarters and atrocities. But it was very much
against General Lake's will that Dundas came in person to the hill to
accept the surrender on the 28th of May.

SLAUGHTER ON THE CURRAGH.

Those who surrendered on the Curragh a couple of days later were
not so fortunate. After surrendering their arms, Sir James Duff ordered
his dragoons to cut them down. And 352 of them were put to death
on the spot. According to local tradition, in onz street alone in the
town of Kildare, eighty-five women were left widows that morning.

THE CAMP AT TIMAHOE.

Most of the United Irishmen of North Kildare encamped at Timahoe
towards the end of May. It was only then that the men of that area
took up arms. This was not their fault, as most of their officers had
been taken prisoners in March. But these men in Timahoe kept up
the fight from the beginning of June to the middle of July. Their
commander was Liam Aylmer of Painestown House, near Rathcoffey.

THE TAKING OF KILCOCK.

At first there was some talk of surrender in the Camp at Timahoe.
But that kind of talk was quickly silenced. On the 4th of June, they
marched on Kilcock, seven miles distant. They stormed the town, Sir
Fenton Aylmer and his yeomanry were routed, and the barracks and
Courthouse werz burned to the ground.

THE ATTACK ON TIMAHOE.

The Irish army at Timahoe was a sore trial to the enemy. They had
cut the government’s most important lines of communication, i.e., the
roads along which cattle and sheep were brought to Dublin ?tt that
time. Many a herd of bullocks and sheep was taken to Timahoe,
Mucklin and Drehid to be eaten by Aylmer’s followers. General
Champagne took counsel with Lieut. Tyrell of Clonard on the 5th of
June. Their conference resulted in an attack on the Camp from
Daingean. The General himself advanced from Edenderry on _the Tth
of June with the following forces:—Some of the Limerick Militia, the
Coolestown Yeomanry Cavalry, the Canal Legion, the Clonard Cavalry
and the Ballina Cavalry. Musgrave brags that the Camp was stormed
and dispersed on the 8th of June.

TAKING OF MAYNOOTH.

The same author, however, tells us that Liam Aylmer and 500 of his
men took Maynooth from the Carton Yeomanry on the 10th of June—
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two days after the * storming ” of Timahoe. He tells us also that they
brought eleven yeomen prisoners back to the camp. And he tells us
that three days later still, on the 14th of June ,the Army in the Camp
took a herd of cattle from Maynooth.

BATTLE OF OVIDSTOWN.

The battle of Ovidstown was fought five days later. According to
an old ballad, thers was a big muster of United Irishmen in the North
Qf_ the County before that battle. According to tradition, they were
Jjoined by contingents from Meath and Wexford. And the women of
'the country-side were kept busy baking bread for them. The officers
in command planned to march on Dublin with 5,000 men while the King’s
forces were being kept busy in Wexford. They hoped to increase thair
forces to‘30,000 men along their line of march. Rut at Hortlands. on
the_morpmg of the 19th of June, the enemy took them by surprise ‘and
their gfflcers just had time to place their men in position on the su;nmit
of Ovidstown Hill. The assembly had more to drink than to eat and
there had been trouble with some of the men that morning. So’they
were scarcely in the best frame of mind for battle. Had the pike-men
obey_ed Aylmer’s orders and charged the artillery, he would have
carried the day._ But they tried an encircling movement, were enfiladed
by the.enemy big guns, and two hundred of them were killed at a place
ever since called “The Murdering Ditch.” Aylmer’s sharp-shcoteré
then attacked the guns. They took one of them. But a charge by the
Dragoons ti'u‘ew them into confusion, and the big guns finished the work
The gathering was dispersed, And that was the last attempt made b);
the nien of Kildare to put Lord Edward’s plans into effect. From that
on, guerilla warfare was all that could he attempted.

GUERILLA DAYS

AMBUSHES AT CLANE.

Liam Aylmer was well prepared for this kind of warfare. More than
a week after the defeat at Ovidstown, he was making sorties from his
camp at‘Timahoe, according to a letter written to Lady Sarah Napier
at Celbridge, on the 27th of June . He preparad an ambush between
Clongowes Wood and Clane on the 4th of July. And were it not for
Caffrey, one of his men, firing too soon, he would have captured all
th_e enemy forces. The day after that, one of his officers, Captain
Michael Quigley, routed the enemy at the same spot.

BATTLE CF CLONARD.

After the battle of Hacketstown, on the 4th of Ju
:Wexford and Wicklow arrived in North Kildars, Thtel; ’\n}eigoéoﬁi;lairg:l;
Dy Anthony Perry and Hdward Fitzgerald, Wexford: Garret Byrne
W}cklow; and Father Naodhog Kearns of Wexford, who had been a{
priest in Kildare before the Rising. They wers joined by 800 Kildare
horsemen, and set out for Prosperous with the intention of attacking
Athlone. But they were defeated when crossing the Boyne at the bridge
01_':' Clqnard on the 11th of July. They retreated south, and spent the
night in Carbury Castle. They advanced into Co. Meath near Johnstown
on the 12th of July, and mads forced marches into Co. Lough. They
were dispersed at Ballyboughal in Co. Dublin, and some of them
returned to Co. Kildare. Anthony Perry and Father Kearns were
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captured in Clonbullogue and hanged in Edenderry. Hdward Fitzgerald
succeeded in bringing Aylmer’s men home safely.

TRUCE AND TREATY

DESPATCHES AND NEGOTIATIONS.

Negotiations for peace were now initiated in Co. Kildare. Lord
Buckingham sent a letter to Liam Aylmer’s father, offering favourable
terms to the Kildare men. The ‘‘ officers of the Barony’ (i.e., of Ua
Ceatoigh agus Uachtar Fhina) sent a letter dated the 15th of July, to
Lieut. Michael Aylmer. This was forwarded by Sir Fenton Aylmer to
Lord Castlerea with a covering letter of his own from Maynooth on the
i5th of July, in which he solicited a peace treaty. To this end he
proposed a truce. General Wilford met Liam Aylmer and Edward
Fitzgerald at Sallins. And as a result he ordered a truce in the area.
He sent word of the truce to the officer commanding the King’s forces
in Co. Meath and to Lord Cornwallis, 17th and 18th July.

SIGNING OF THE TREATY.

A treaty was then signed. The United Irishmen of Co. Kildare, Co.
Wexford and Co. Wicklow were encamped at Prosperous. Emissaries
of the Government arrived at the Camp. Two officers of the Armagh
Militia remained as hostages while Aylmer and seventeen of his officers
went to sign their names to the treaty. According to tradition, it was
signed at Rathcoffey.

TREATY CONDITIONS.

Ths following were the conditions of the Treaty:—The higher officers
of the United Irishmen to go free of any trial, and without prejudice to
their property rights. They would be allowed fto depart to any country
not at war with his Majesty the King. Full pardon to all soldiers under
their command., According to Sir Fenton Aylmer’s letter, the Treaty
enacted that the United Irishmen lay down their arms on a level,
sheltered place on the hill of Baile Ui Ghorain. The forces of the King
to advance from Maynooth, without going too close to them. The officers
not to surrender to the Government for three days, so that they could
say good-bye to their friends. :

On Saturday, the 21st of July, the following surrendered in Sallins:—

Liam Aylmer, Colonel; Denis O'Farrell, Soldisr; Edward Fitzgerald,
Colonel; Patrick Meany, Soldier; Jos. McCormack, Captain; Richard
Daly, Soldier; George Luby, Captain; James Andoe, Soldier; Andr_ew
O'Farrell, Captain; Michael Quigley, Captain; James Tiernan, Captain;
Brian MacDermott, Captain; Aodh Mac an Mhaoir, Lieut. Colonel; Peter
Corcoran, Soldier.

The above were taken to Dublin in four coaches, to be deported * at
the convenience of the Government.”

Under the protection of the treaty of Kildare, their comrades in other
counties received the same pardon. But, alas, the conditions were not
chserved in every case. For example, Esmund Kyne was hanged in
Wexford before news of the Treaty was received “ officially.”

The remainder of the Kildare men went to their homes, where they
remained, without taking any further part in national affairs until the
Rising of Robert Emmet. But that is another story.

That was the end of the 1798 Rising in Co. Kildare. No Kildare man
need ever be ashamed of it. Although they had the cption of postponing
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the Rising until the other counties were read they took

the date fixed for the rest of the country. )Ir,t wa.i Ki?dafgenﬁzﬂdv‘?ﬁlo
headed the beginning, and who gave the signal to begin. They stopped
the If'ost _Coaches on the roads of their own county when the men of
Dublin failed to do so. It must have been the Kildare men, therefore
thg old poet was addressing when he said_“ Gradh mo chroidhe, m; ;
Leinster-men, you fanned the flame aglow.” e

It is not because they fanned the flame that we praise’th
because they kept the fight up for two long monthsl? longer etrl?:;nblills
any other County except in the mountains of Co. Wicklow. When we
thm}_: of the open country-side of Co. Kildare, so difficult to defend, we
are indeed proud of them. They fought so well that five Generals \;vere

thrown against them. The history of Kildare in '98 i i

] 1 ; i1s an important
chapter in j:he history of our country. And it is important tll?xat we
leave a lasting and permanent record of it,

The Batile of Prosperous

The following poem, which seems to have been composed about fifty
years ago, was contributed by Mr. Thomas Cribbin to Sean O Cribin,
Craobh an Chlaonta.

The chapel belli at Prosperous was pealing loud and high;
The weavers and the artisans in groups have gathered nigh.
From Blackwgod and from Downings, from Longtown and Donore;
From Curryhills and Landenstown, those sturdy Peasants pour;
And Matrons from Mylerstown and Maids from Currabell;
The dread doings of those yoemen in shuddering horror tell;
For those monsters of oppression and dark dishonour reign
In that district long abandoned to the tyrant rule ¢f Swayne.
The bell had ceased its tolling and the echoes scarce have died,
When from the Clane direction see yon spurring horseman ride;
Like a fairy wind from Allen comes the horse with flowing mane,
And seated in the saddle is brave Esmonde from Clane.
He reined before the Chapel gate, and as his friends drew near,
With choking voice he asked them: ‘ Boys, is Ermond Laidir here?”
Then as the stalwart figure of O'Hanlon met his view,
He sobbed out “ Edmond Laidir, I have dreadful news for you.
Edmond pray for patience, for your home is burned down,
And your aged parents butchered by forces of the Crown;
And your sweet gentle Maire, your fair young blooming bride,
With her infant in her arms by their bloody bayonets died.
Ah, men of old Cill Dara, do we call on you in vain?
Can the offspring of such fathers tamely wear a slavish chain?
Can the sons the've left behind be so unmindful of their fate,
That any true Kildare man fears to speak of °98.
So, Edmond, pray for patience, and be quick, make no delay;
For we'll meet the brutes in open fight on thz 23rd of May.”
No word did Edmond utter, but towards the Chapel faced,
And solemnly that strong right hand upon his heart he placed.
While he bowed his head in reverance and swore an oath that he
For all those deeds of slaughter yet would well avenged be.
At Hatter's Cross at midnight of the appointed day,
Four hundred brave United Men assembled for the fray.
They had guns and blunderbuses with many a trusty pike;
With knives and even pitchforks, and the sharp-edge blades of scythes.
From Killabegs and Ballinafagh, from Newtown and elsewhere,
There came the finest fighters in the County of Kildare.
Captain Andrew Farrell, boys, is marching at their head,
A braver man to battle ne'er his trusted forces led.
And Edmond, too, with sledge and pike is marching by his side.
He is thinking of his parents dear, sweszt infant and fair bride,
Now they have reached the Blackstick on Blackwood’s bleak highway,
The night was dark, not e’en one star shot down a guiding ray,
When nine of those valiant heroes quick scalad the Barrack wall,
And slew the sentries at their posts ere they coculd warning call.
Then with one well-directed blow O’Hanlon burst the door,
And up the stairs to Swayne’s bedroom in frenzied wrath he tore;
And there his Maire's murderer sat, half dressed upon the bed;
The ready pike quick found his heart, the tyrant dropped back dead.
And now, at doors and windows, alarmed Yeos appear,
With shaking limbs and shivering hands and features blanched with fear;
For around that doomed Barracks was piled the-well-dried hay,
And scon a thousand tongues of flame made night as bright as day.
And now the peasants’ muskets and pikes and pitchforks plied,
And if the Yeos escaped the fire, on vengeful stecl they died.
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When the morning sun on Prosperous shot down its pallid light,
That hated Yeoman barracks stood no longer there in sight.
The vow that Edmond Laidir made he had fulfilled it well;
But five of all that hated band escaped, the tale to tell.

Some fell at Old Kilcullen, at Clane and Naas some died,

But the spirits from their Graveyards for a century have cried,
Ye men and boys of Prosperous such is my simple lay,

Of your fathers’ fight for freedom, on that 23rd of May:

Song of Ovidstown

(Air The Dawning Of The Day).

Oh, Mary get my coat of green,

It's near the break of day,

In a retreat* my name shall be,

It'’s not at home I'll stay,

The ancient race unto disgrace,

Shall ne'er be brought by me,

Oh, I'm away to Ovidstown to fight for liberty.

CHORUS.
With pike so keen, and sash of green,
That emblem dear to me;
Oh, 'm away to Ovidstown to fight for liberty.

Captain Farrell, he has gone,

He was in Donadea;

The moon is up and Hanlan's troops,

From home are gone away.

Before we dull to-morrow’s sun,

A glorious sight you'll see,

On all Dara's plains, we’ll break our chains,
And set old Ireland free.

CHORUS.
There is Captain Burke from Barrettstown,
He’s gone with his brave band,
Of full three-hundred green clad youths,
He has at his ccmmand,
And Cox’s Corps has left Donore;
I fear that late T'll be,
To reach the ground where the trumpet sounds,
To set old Ireland free.

CHORUS.
Oh, Mary get my coat of green,
It's near our parting time,
On the old hill of Ballinafagh,
We will fall into line;
Oh ! there’s the shout, the boys are out,
Hurrah ! gpan esl mo cnoroe,
With that brave band I'll join my hand,
And set old Ireland free.

CHORUS.

* NOTE:—It is supposed that the United Men went to Confession, received Holy
Communion and spent some time on a retreat, before going into the battle.
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