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THE NARRAGHMORE
DEMONSTRATION,

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION or MR.
MICHAEL DAVITT.

{FRUM OURR REIMORTLEL).

The magnificent demonstiration at Narraghmore
n Sunday, both as to numbers and enthusiasm,
far exceeded the expectations of its most sanguine
organisers. It was not until the previous Wed-
nesday that the committee of the local branch of
the National IFederation decided upon calling on
the people of that important portion of South
Kildare to assemble and give the lie to the
assertions of the actionists and their organs
that Narraghmore was with the Pledge-breakers.
This notice proved too short for Castledermol
and some others of the neighbouring parishes,
but nearly every Nationalist in the parish of
Narraghmore itself was present, while Suncrolt,
Moone, Nurney, Kilcullen, and Athy sent large
deputations. The Athy Nationalists were accom-

panied by their Leinster Strect Fife and Drum
Band, which has done yeoman service in the
good cause, and in which there were no less
than twenty-five performers. The Crookstown
I}and was also present. On the previous evening
a lelegram was received from Mr. Michael Davitt
stating that he wonld accept the invitation of his
old friend, Mr. Robertson, to atlend the meeting,
and accordingly he left Dublin accompanied by
Mr, Swifte M'Neill by the morning train. Al
Naas about half a dozen Factionists assembled
on the platform to welcome Messrs. Carew and
Leanmy who travelled by the same train. Thesc
Nzas followers of that gallant hillside man, cx-
Sergeant Birmingham, C.T.C,, sct up a fecble
groan for the founder of the Land League, and
as the train left the station one of their number,
in a sneaking and abashed manner, ran after it
and affixed a piece of paper on which was
scrawled the word * rencgades™ to the carmage
window. Messrs. Davitt and M'Xeill arvived at
the Colbinstown station where a large crowd
awaited their arrival. They were received with
the preatest enthusinsm, and were escorted in
procession for a portion of the journcy, the
Crookstown Band, playing National airs, leading
the way. Alr. Davitt was driven to the residence
of Mr. I'eter Cullen, Dallytore, where with some
friends he was entertained at lunclieon by that
hospitable gentleman. A large crowd assembled
outside Mr. Cullen's door and cheered the
distinguished visitor for some time.  “The meeting
was held oppsilte the courthouse at Narraghmore
and a marked [eaturc of the assembly was the
large number of the labouring class present. A
small force of police attended under the direclion
of District Inspector Crane, Athy, but all they had
to do was to listen to the sound political doctrines
cnunciated by the speakers, and they scemed w
pay particular attention to Mr, Davitt’s speech,
The success of the demonstration was in a great
measure due to the exertions of the indefatigable
hon. secretary of the Narraghmore Federation,
Mr. Owen Connor, who, in the short time at his
dispesal, left nothing undone Lo make it a repre-
sentative and important gathering, The proceed-
ings commenced at three o'clock,

Amongst those present were—The [ev. |
Fennelly, C.C.; Kev. E. Kearns, C.C.; Messrs.
Michael Davitt, ] G, Swift M*'Neill, M.P,; Edward
Fenelon, Chairman Naas Board of Guardians;
P. J. Aurphy, Chairmam Athy Town Com-
missioners ; Peter Waters, [.1L.G_, vice-Prisident
Narraghmore Branch; PPeter Cullen, Treasuorer,
do. ; Owen Connor, Hon, Sec., do.; C. Timmins,
T.C.. Athy ; |, Tocle, P.L.G.; P. |. Conlan, T.C.,
NamionanisT, Carlow; P. Cleary, 1'L.G.;
Christopher IHeflernan,

The following deputations attended ;—

Athy—NMessrs, 5. G, Glyvnn, Daniel Carberry,
senr. (Luggacurran campaigner) ; Michl, AMurphy,
‘I'reasurer ; John Lalor, Patrick Hylehan, Patrick
\Whelan, and Patrick Knowles and R. J. Clan-
dillon, Ion, Secs. (with Messrs. Murphy and
Vimmins, mentioned above, and a band).

Kilcullen—Messrs.  LEdward Ifenclon, junr.
John Neill, Edward Neill, Matthew I'ay, Denis
Brennan, John M'Geire, Michael Neill, John
Doyle, Thomas Keefle, "atrick Kelly, Thomas
Keany, and M. Leigh,

Moone—Idward [Hanlon,

Thomas Cogan,
Treasurer; John THoey,

Hon. Sec.; Darby

(' Neill, James Glynn, George Ianlon, Ilugh
Cogan, William Connor, John Dunne, Timothy

Conlan, Garret Doyle, LEdward Butler, Jobn
Connor, Pat Kelly.

Nurney—2>lessrs. James Merrin, James Deering,
Flugh Nolan, Thomas Dyrne, Thomas O'Beirne,
and Thomas O'Beirne, Hon. Sec.

Narraghmore—2Messrs, AL Costello, M, Kelly,
W, Kelly, James Keegan, H. King, T, Masterson,
I'. Ryan, I'. Mara, |. Breanan, T. Wright, A.
Wright, M. Keegan, J. Dowling, IP. Byrne, |
Byrne, M. Byrne, J. Cain, T. Murphy, Ii. Kclly,
J. Doyle, D. Brennan, M. Hickey, I'. Owens,
W, Keatley, IR, Archibald, Al Rielly, T, Iiyan,
M. Heffernan, James Neill, Michael Dermingham,
John Lawler, E, Doran, |. Pitman, ’cter Cleary,
A, Lowry, M. Wright, Peter Kelly, Matt Leigh,
P, Byrne, . Byrne, senar., ; J. Leechfield, Michael
Jones, M. Doyle, W, Connor, W. Croke. J. Nuill,
A. Costello, T. Doyle, J. Delaney, T, King, John
Connor, U7, Bennett, J. Kchoe, J. M'Loughlin, |.
Dupne, T. Leigh, M. Farrell, J. Murphy, C.
Flennessy, T. Toole, Thomas Toole, J. Dempsey,
John Dempsey, C. Trovers, I1. Collins, I?. Ikelly,
J. Kennedy, L. Dalton, M. Dalton, I". Dalton, |.
Doyle, W. O'Toole, C. Duffey, John Kelly, I,
i{elly, Peter Finn, D. DButterlicld, P. Todle, ].
Leigh, C. Dillon, J. Cullen, P, Byrne, |. Eustace,
P. FFox, Edward Torney, Mathew Minch, I'.
Muldowney, Edward Lawler, junr.; lEdward
Lawler, senr.; ILEdward Doyle, E. Byrne, M.
Kenna, J. Costello, Thos. Robertson, resident;
Michael Harrington, Iallytore.

Suncroft—Messrs. James Kelly, James Murrin,
James Garry, Michael Byrne, John Power, Owen
Conlan, Patt Cleary, Nicholas Cullen, PPatt
Murrin, William Byrne, Denis Cleary, John
Toole, Patt FFox, Michacl IHowe, Patt Dooney,
Thomas Kelly, Michael M'Donald, Richard
Breen, Michael Dowling, John M'Evoy, James
Dowling, brank Byrne, James Power, Peter
Brennan, Michael Dowling, senr.; Christopher
Donohoe, Peter Toole, 1’att Dillon, Michacl
Connell, Nicholos Kelly, Charles M‘Evoy.

The following letters were received ;—

“ Castledermot, County Kildare,
'* February, sth, 185z,

o My DeEar Sir—I am thankful for your kind
invitation to our Dbranch to attend your very
important meeting on Sunday, 7th inst. 1 regret
that it will not be in my power to be with you as
the usual monthly meeting of the Castledermot
branch is also heid on that day and almost at the
came hour. Had we had a little longer notice of
your proposed meeting I am sure a large number
of our Federationists would be present. Wishing
the pood and true Federation men of Narragh-
more every suecess on Sunday—I remain, yours
very truly, “ Tromas Ryay, C.C."

“ Dunlavin, February 4th, 1892,
“ Dear Mg, Connor—The Very Rev. FFather
Donovan, P.P., V.F., who is president of cur

branch of the Irish National FFederation is also
president of our sodality of the Sacred Heart,
which holds its monthly meeting on the frst
Sunday of the month., By great attention the
sodality has atiained great success, both in
numbers and in constant punctual attendance,
The P.P. feels that to recommend our members
to absent themselves (rom the monthly meeting
would undo much of the good that has been done
by persevering zeal and piety on the part of
pastors and people. Both he and I regret very
much that we cannot help you as we should
wish, all the more because we gratetully remem-
ber your neighbourly visit te us on the day on
which our branch wasinaugurated. One thing is
certain, if all conld go hence whose hearts are
with you, there would not be left behind one
single penuine Nationalist, and not one dozen
even of the nominals, those hybrid Orange-
Catholics, emerpency-patriots, whose motive
ever was pelf or sell in some [orm or other. For
your invitation to myself 1 am very grateful, 1
cannot, however, promise for certain to po,
anxious though T am to be present both for the
National cause gencrally, and specially fur the
sake of my staunch and sterling brethern of
South Kildare. Sick calls are many, and more-
over I am enly struggling out of a bad attack of
mnfluenza complicated with bronchitis.  THoping
your meeting will be a bumper and an over-
whelming erusher to Iaction.—1 remain, yours
sincerely, v rascts MacEneaxy, C.C."
“ “ortharrington, Athy, 4th eb. ‘g2.

v DAk Sir—1 bave to thank you for your
very kind invitation te your meeting on the 7th
inst., and I would be most happy lo be present
but that | never attend public meetings on Sunday.
I need hardly say how muoch I am in sympathy
with the object of Lhe mecting, and 1 have no
doubt you will have a most suceessful gathering.
—Yours sincerely, * Joux A, Duscax.

' Mr, Owen Connor,”™

Letters of apology were also roceived from the
Rev. T, Guinan, Moone, and Mr, 12, I, O'Kelly,
I’.L.G., Baltinglass,

(On the motion of Father Fennelly, scconded
by Mr. James Neill, the chair was taken by

Mr, THomas IROBERTSOXN,

President Narraghmore Dranch, Irvish National
["ederation,

The Chairman, who was received with loud
cheers, said—Drother Nationalists, I beg to
thank you for the honour you have done me
in placing me in the chair at your represent-
ative meeting to-day. Yeu have had very litile
notice, and nevertheless you are here ready Lo
stand by the rood old cause, and when the day
comes, and when a proper opportunity is allorded
you, you will show that you are not going 1o be
led by the nincompoops of the parish (A Voice—
“This is no dunghill meeting,” and laughter),
Our first business here to-day will be to read an
address to Mr, Michacl Davitt (cheers), a manof
the people, a man who has fought a hundred, aye,
a thousand battles for the people, and who is
prepared to hght them over again (loud asplause).
An address will also be presented to Mr. Swill
M*Neill, an honest 1'rotestant Home Ruler, who
has wentified himself with his Catholic fellow-
countrymen with the object of securing for them
fair play, and that is all they want (cheers).

The following address to Mr. Davitt was then
read by the chairman ;—

“TO MICHAEL DAVITT, ES.

" Dear Sik—In the name of the members of
the Narraghmore Diranch of the Irish National
Federation and the patriotic people of the sur-
rounding districts we bid you a sincere welcome
tr Kildare, We welcome you as a well-tried and
an unsellish patriot, as a great Irishman, and an
honest man, * the noblest work of God ' {cheers).
We know your eventful history in the cause of
country | we think of you sympathetcally, witl
your parents, rothlessly evicted by heartless
landlordism from your home, and with them
banished to a foreign shore.  \We think of you in
the early days of your manhowd striving for the
emancipation ol your race (applause). We think
of you in the dock for Ireland and on false evi-
dence convicted by a prejudiced jury., We think
of your years in DBritish bastiles, shut out from
sympathising [riends, from the world, and during
your incarceration subjected o cvery species of
hardship, indignity and insult. We see you
cmerge rom your prison cell undaunted and
ready as ever to take a leading part in the setting
of your country free (cheers). Ere lonz we sec
you planting the Land League Nag against lnd-
lorcdism on the ruins of your carly home.  Again
yvou are imprisoned.  Again set free. in the
cities of the FFar West you are by.and-bye heard
of, working in the cause of lreland.  In the busy
hives of Dritish industry you are found spreading
the light and demanding justice for your race,
On both sides the Channel you are heard preach-
ing the gospel of the dignity of lahour and un-
ceasingly by voice and pen advocaiing the social
improvement and mental elevation of the working
man [cheers), In the work of reviving Irish
industries you have taken a foremost part, In
cvery movement for the good of the common-
weilth you have been an earnest volunteer, No
obsiacles have discouraged you, no amount of
labour has deterred or disheartened you, Difli-
culties in your path have only nerved you to fur-
ther exertions.  Hope has never died within you,
and now there are indications on every side that
the black pall of Taryism is about to be lifted
from our land and the teachings you and other
patriots have been inculeating to bear fruit in the
greul constitutional changes that are evidently at
hand (cheers). We congratulate you on the
prospect. The twin evils of despotism and land-
Inrdism have stood together and will fall together,
and we hope and trust your life may be preserved
long enough to see the one and the other levelled
in the dust, Home Rule trinmphant, the land in
the possession of the people, and equality pro-
claimed as the inalienable birthright of "every
Irish creed and class, under the auspices of a
Parliament in College Green (loud and prolonged
applausc).

“Tiosas Roperrsos, President.
" Perer Warers, Vice-President,
"*Owen Coxnor, IHon. See.
“Perer CuLLex, Treasurer.”

I'ather Fennelly read the following address:—
“To J. G. SWIFTE M'SEILL, ES(., M.P.

“ DrEar 51rR—In the name of the Narraghmore
Branch of the Irish National Home Rule I'edera-
tion and people ol the surrounding districts, we bid
you a sincere and a hearty welcome to this part
of Kildare. We greet you as one of that noble
and liberal minded band of Protestant Home
Rulers who have risen above the narrow pre-
judices of creed and class and united with your
Itoman Cathelic fellow countrymen in " the
patriotic effort to free Ireland from a foreign
domination that has brought her and her people
to the verge of ruin (hear, hear). On every side
are to be scen proofs of the English aristocratic
misgovernment Ireland has for generations been
subjected to; her population decreased by
millions, and the young and the strong of her
inhabitants still flying from her shores as from a
plague, her naturally fertile soil hall cultivated
or waste, her trade and manufacturing industries
things of the past, her peasantry the worst honsed
the worst clothed and the worst fed in Eumpe:

Her towns becomiug villages, her villages becom-
ing hamlets, and her hamlets wearing away. The
education of her young, the very basis of a
nation's prosperity, in a great degree a sham and
a false pretence, the splaries of her teachers in-

adequate and themselves and their vocation
despised. Military and armed police swarming
everywhere, petted, pampered and lavishly paid.
Coercion the rule. Trial by jury, free assembly,
(ree speech and a free Press unconstitutionally
restricted or abolished, The rack-renters, the
plunderers of agricultural induslry, the repacious
mortgagee, the inexorable money lender and the
State collector of taxes, the only interests sup-
ported, protected, and legislated for by the
Government (applausc). To the reforin and the
abrogation of so iniquitous a state of things you
have devoted your time, your cnergies, and talents
in and out of Parlivment. Suobscquently to the
exposure of Mr. Parnell in the Divorce Court
you refused, with the majority of your colleagues,
to desert or endanger the Natonal cause for sake
of the erring individual, IMaving consented to
an alliance with the Liberal Party at the instauce
of Mr. Parnell you were not so unprincipled as to
abandon that alliance at a critical moment for
the Irish cause, and subsequent events have
amply justihed the action of you and your
colleagues on the occasion. By this loyalty to
an honourable treaty the crisis was safely passed,
and at length there is a silver lining to the cloud.
The democracy of LEngland are shaking hands
with the Irish democracy acrvoss the channel in
the advocacy of Home Rule for Ireland.  In the
friendship and the union there is a happy avgury
of final victory. We congratulate you un a pros-
pect of success you have so much contributed to,
and we wish you long life and happiness in regard
ol what we trust will be beflore many days, a self-
governed, a free, a contented, and a prosperous
lreland {cheers).

“Tuosas Ronerrsox, President.
“I'erer Warens, P LG, V..

U PerEr CULLEN, Treasurer,

o Owex Coxxsor, Hon. See,
Yjons ] Feaskely, CC.

o2, Kearxs, C.CM

Chairman—2My friends, why have yon met
here? | may tell you that this is virtually the
first battle in the electoral contest for the repre-
sentation of South Kildare (A Voice—' Sure
there will be no battle ™) There will be a bhattle,
and a bitter one.  In this locality you have, many
ol you, heard of the three tailors of Tooley-street,
These gentlemen when about to address an
auvpust meeting began with ** We, the people of
England,” (laughter). In this parish we have
history in this regard recurring, and, as in other
parts of the constitunency, there are o few cranks,
nobodies, who are wiser a great deal in
their peneration  than  their  elergymen, and
doubly  wiser than the bisheps and arch-
bishops of their  church  (langhter). Thesc
few cranks, like the three tailors of Tooley-
strect, insist that they will elect a representative
for the constituency of South Kildare, and in
accordance with their notions they held a meeting
on Sunday last  (Voices-—On  the dunghill).
And why did they hold it, of all pleces in the
world, on a neighbouring dunghill ? (laughter),
Now, nothing could be more appropriate than the
holding of it 1n such a place, {or this reason, that
there was rottenness below and rottenness above
(lnugliter), Not only did they hold the meeting
on this dunghill, Lut they imported two of the
“roublesome lads " toassist them —Muessrs Clancy
and Carew (A Voice—""They gol a warm
reception). 1 wish Lo say a few words regarding
James LLeahy—1I am nol going to say one word
reflecting upon his  private character.  We
elected James Lealy over the heads of the
landlords and the money lenders, and as we con-
fided in him we consider that before James Leahy
adopted the programme ol the ° troublesome
Iuds * he should have come down and taken the
advice of lus constituents who reated him so
well (hear, hear),  We have been challenged by
Mr. Carew to put Mr. Leahy oot of the pusition
of our representative, and 1 for one challenged
Mr, Cavew and others to put him in (cheers).
There has been a misrepresentation of my action
in this regard, because what I meant was that I,
in company with the electors of South Kildare,
woulkd put out Mr. Leahy and put in a man of
your mincs instead of him  (cheers). Now |
wish to say a few words o you as regards my
humble self. “The erime has been charged
against me of being a Scotchman (A Voice— It
was lately they found out that). Now, what |
have to tell you is this, that | was an lIrish
Nationalist before My, Carew was born (cheers),
and T am a Scotch Ivishman at the present
moment (cheers). More than that, 1 belong o
the Celtic race that in Lreland and the Flighlands
nf Scotland and in Wales are driving the land-
lords slowly but surcly to their doom (cheers).
Not only that, but we are converting the great
Saxon race to our wviews, and al ltossendale the
vthe other day we proved it (cheers), Now,
gentlemen, | thank you for hearing me so
patiently. T have nothing more wo say (o you at
present, beecause we have eminent speakers here
to address you and inform you on the siluation of
affairs, and 1 will first ask Father ennelly to
read a resolution which will be pul to you, and
which will be seconded and supported by the
[ollowing speakers.

The Rev. J. J. Fennelly, C.C., who was re-
ceived with applause, said that the resolution he
was about to propose not only voiced so to speak
what they felt and thought about Mr. James Leahy
but it also foreshadowed the result of the next
election in that constituency (hear, hear). The
Factionists assembled in Naraghmore on the
previous Sunday alluded to Mr, Robertson.  Infact
Lheir speeches were confined almost entirely to abuse
of him and to the priests of the parish. The priests
did not mind their abuse, but the Factionists seem
to have found out alter his forty-seven years resi-
dence amonpst them that Mr, Robertson is a
Scotchman (laughter). Why had they not found
that out three years ago when they assembled at
Colvinstown to welcome him back alter the two
months which Mr. Balfour thought good enough
for him in prison? If he is an objectionable Scotch-
man to-day why did the Darncllites present him
with an address and testimonial on that occasion ?
(hear, hear), The time was when the Paruellites
of this parish would have gone begging to the door
to Mr. Robertson, and would have considered
themselves honoured by getting one little line of a
letter from Mr. Robertson (hear, hear). Now they
have found ount afier all that time that Mr. Robert-
son  was nothing but o Scotchman. If Mr.
Wobertson went -about the parish and told the
people not to mind the advice of their spiritual
superiors—il he refused three weeks ago to give
his money to the evicted tenants or il he had
allied himsell with the landlords, or evictors, or
emergencymen, then indeed Mr, Robertson would
be no Scotchman, but because he has taken an
honest part in Irish politics they have set up this
cry against him, and we all know the reason of that
cry. Mr. Robertson is a clever man—these men
are afraid of their lives that he would oppose Mr.
Leahy at the next election, and if he did oppose
him they might be certain that he would be carried
to victory on that occasion (cheers). Ile would
read for them four charges that had been broupht
against the priests. First, it had been said that the
priests in this county are not Kildare men, and it
was a fact that many of them are not I{ildare men.
Mr. Heffernan (groans)regards this as an important
consideration, and he says that it wonld be a dis-
grace if Kildare men were led in pelitics by the
priests. That, too, he has found out since Mr.
Robertson became a Scotchman, IHe asked where
were the third part of the priests in the strugple for
the last twelve years. Let Mr, Ileffernan tell them
when the priests cver refused to help a strupgling
tenant for the last ten years (hear, hear), Ile says
that he saw houses in this parish tumbled down

and the people dying of starvation, and with these
wonderful eyes of lus that he actually saw a child
killed in its mother's womb, and that the priests of
the parish never raised their voices apainst the sys-
tem—that they tolerated and allowed such things
(no, no). But they who were longer in the parish
than this speaker knew there were not numberless
evictions in the parish in recent years—they knew
that no such things had taken place to any such
extent (hear, hear). The last accusation which
Mr, [leffernan had made against the priests was a
mean one. It was that they would not have de-
nounced Parnell were it not for Gladstone, but they
all knew that the archbishops and bishops had de-
nounced Parnell upon the moral fuestion, which
Mr. Hellernan and his friends are so {ond of shut-
ling their cyes against (Lear, hear). e proposod—

“ Resolved—That we call upon the patriotic
priests and the Nationalist manhood of South Kil-
dare to select a Llome Rule candidate in the room
of Mr. James Leahy; and in public meeting as-
sembled we, the clectors of Narraphmare and neiph-
bourhood, pledge ourselves to use our utmost efforts,
in conjunctiun with our brother Nationalist electors
in other parts of the constituency, to return him
trivmphantly at the head of the poll despite the
opposition of the Factionists, Taories, and landlords
united in a base conspiracy to prevent it'" (cheers),

Mr. Peter Cullen, Ballytore, who was reeeived
with applavse, seconded the motion.  1le said he
was gflad Lo see around him the faces of men who
know their duty and who will perlorm it (cheers).

Mr. Davitt, who was received willi an eathusiastic
outhurst of cheering, then addressed the meeting.
[le said—Mr. Chairman and flellow-countrymen, [

thank you most gratefully for your warm and gener-
ous welcome to this part of the **chort prass”

county, I am pleased to Gind mysell in this district
ot & meeting composed of true Nationalists and the
real manhood of this pact of the county, and judg-

ingr from what T have seen and leard to-day, [ am

periectly satishied that South Kildare is as safe for
the National cause and the Irish Party as any con-
slitucnecy in the province of Leinster (cheers). |
ber Lo return my thanks to the officers amd members
of the Narraghmore Branch of the Federation for
the too eulogistic address which has been presented
to me. In that document you have taken a very
penerons estimate, indeed, of the humble services it
has been my honour and privilepe to render in the
struggle against Castle government and Irish land-
lordisin  awmd though, like many of you, I am
prowing older in years and in experience, [ assure
you that in this particular fght apainst this twin
carse of Ireland [ feel as young in spivit and in
hope to-day as [ did filteen years ago (cheers). In
connection with the presentption of those two ad-
dresses 1o my friend, Mre. Swifte M:Neill, and
mysell, there was a pleasing and an encouraging
incident.  I'irst, we had a Cathalic priest reading a
warm welcome to a Protesiant [ome Rule menther
of 'arliament (cheers), while we lia'l a Protestant
chairman presenting a similar compliment to a
Cathalic Nanonalist (renewed cheers).  This, fel-
low-countrymen, is the meaning ol our National
struggle—a strugple which, with God's blessing,
will brimg abiout in Ireland the truest union lor
which we pray,

A UNION BETWEEN CATHOLIC AND 'ROTESTANT
NATIONALISTS

in one cause (cheers), [ have learned that on last
Sunday our [riends, the Factionists, held a meeting
in this very village. I believe the gathering was
neither imposing in numbers nor of much signifi-
cance in the matter of political eloquence or intelli-
pence, but I regret to hear that on the occasion a
greal deal of dirt was flung on our worthy chair.
man, my old friemd, Tom [Rebertson {cheers). [
begin to understand now why he was subjected to
that treatment when I learnt that the platforn on
the ocecasion was the village dunphill (laughter),
Joking apart, I feel ashamed that any man or any
men o this locality or in the County of Kildare
could have treated Mr, Robertson as [ learn he was
trealed on Sunday last. One of their arguments
apgainst bim is, it secins, thet he is a Scotchman.
Well, he has given a fitting and conclusive answer
to that tidicwlous charge. 1le has told you what
vouu all kuwow to be true, that he was an Irish
Nationalist before Mr. Carew was born (cheers).
Long previous to the beginning of the political
career of any man in the IFactionist camp, DMr.
Kobertson was to the fore in Ireland as an able
champion of the tenant farmer class, and from the
first time he came to this country until now he has
been one in sentiment, one in hope, and ooe in
aspiration with the rest of the population of his
adopted countey (hear, hear). [ say from this plat-
[orm to-day—>Shame on the man or men who could
resart to a stupid and malipnant arpument of that
kind (hear, hear). It is true Me. Robertson was
born in Scotland, amd he has pood cause to be
proud of it (hear, hear), and let me say this—Who
are, outside Ireland, to-day in these three countries
the staunchest and the truest supporters of self-
grovernment for Ireland 7 T'hey are Mr. [Robertson's
fellow-countrymen, and the enlightened population
of Scotland are at the back of Mr. Gladstone in
Lhis strugple to pive Iome Ruole to Ireland (cheers),
1 will leave our friemls on the other side for a lew
moments, and L think that in this struggle between
fatherland and faction the true Nationalist senti-
ment and the true men of Kildare ave overwlhelm.-
ingly on the right side. I am pleased to know that
at this meeting to-day there is a large element of
the agricultural labouring class. I am glad, in-
deed, to sce them here, and [ have to congratulate
them upon the enormous strides which their cause
has made, not only in [reland, but throughout
Great Britain duriog the last few years. We see
now Lord Salishury, the head of the landed aristo-

cracy of Great Dritain, actually competing with Mr.
Gladstone in a desire

TO SATISFY THE GRIEVANCES 01 T8
LATIOURENRS

of the three countries. And if the Tory I'rime
Minister will prove himsell in the coming session of
Parliament equal to his premises. some measure of
substantial relief and advantage to the agricultural
labourers will be brought forward, and T am certain
I can say this in behalf of the party to which my
friend Mr, M*Neill belongs, that if any such Bill
is brought into Westminster for the advantage of
the agricultural labourers of England and Scotland,
it must be extended to Ireland also. No effort
that is made in lhe Imperial Parliament to ad-
vance the material interests of this important class,
to give them freer access to the soil, to surround
them with more of the comforts and more of the
blessings of social life—no attempt of that kind
will be made in Westminster without the Irish
Nationalist representation insisting that similar
Bills shall be brought foward for the agricultural
labourers of Ireland ; that is, until such time—
which I now fArmly believe is only a short period—
when we will have the opportunity and the ad-
vanlage in a Parliament of our own of taking up
all your just grievances and legislating for them
according to your ideas and the National sentiment
of the country. One pood result has followed from
this unhappy domestic_quarrel that has been going
on in Ireland during the past twelve months, and
strange to say little or no attention has been given
to the significant fact either in our papers or on
our platforms.  What I allude to is this, that
whereas two or three years ago it was extremely
difficult to get our National lcaders to say very
much or do very much on the broad labour question
—in fact they were rather inclined, I won't say to
shrink but to put off the discussion of the problem
until ruch time as the Ilome Rule question was
solved or settled—Dbut now, as a consequence of the

unhappy dissension that took place twelve months

ago, we find John Redmond and his (riends
(groans) challeging the Irish National pacty as to
what their positinn is upon the labour question

At this point  an  individul in the crowd
raised some interraption, and there were cries of
“ut him out,”

Mr. Davitl—Don't put anyone out. We are
strong cnough here to pat up with one dissentient,
L don’t want any man put out out of this meetingr,
[ don't care who he is. You interrupted me while
[ was talking about Mr, Jobn Redmond. ‘This
gentleman, who some twenly short months agra

DECLARED IN A SPEECH

Al BRATHFARNITAM
that anyting lile an organisation of the apgricultural
labourers, or artisans, or mechanics of Lreland for
the advancement of their own intecests would Le a
deadly danger to the National cause, is now trying
Lo blarney you into the Leliel that you have in him
an elogquent, an able, and an WHCOMpromising
champion (laughter). T hope most sincercly that
this attitude of Mr. Redmond is not a [rretence, |
would bz sorry to accuse him of acting the part of a
hypocrite, I, however, will ask you, the apricul-
tural labourers, who are present here ta-day, and
the rest of your class throughout Ireland, 1o what
him and his foends closely in Parliament and else-
where, aml know whether they are as willing and
as ready to demand legislution (or the amelivration
of your condition i Parlinent as they are to make
promises when they come to address you here in
Wil - Collope Chesn t o s
! pe Ureen, [ am as certain as
I am speaking here to-day that before many years
g over that class of labour which has been worst
treated in the past, those workers who received
least remuneration for their toil—the agricultural
labourers of Ireland and Great Britain—wiil find
themeelves at least in such a position as they can
support themselves and their 1amilies as Cliristian
men and civilised communitivs should be supporiel
(loud chicers),  If they want more land they must
have it as long as there is land that is not tlled in
Ireland (renewed cheers). | am wot in faveur of
restricting the agricultural labourer to a miserable
half acre, or one acre, or two or three acres, but to
provide labour for the-¢ who have to earn their
bread by the sweat of their brow s and | firmly
believe that when we have a Parliament of our

own which will have to legislate vpon this rjuestion,
and which will be called upon

TO REMEDBY THE BUNGLING o

AW MARING,
[ believe that the land question of Ireland will be
approached as a preat dusirial problem-—a [Hei-
Plem that is 1o be solved in accordance with the
natural rights and the industrial interests of the
farmers and the agricaltural labourers of the country
(cheers).  You have all heard during the past week
ol the Landlords” Convention in Dublin, ar per-
haps the news of that gathering did not travel as
lar as Narraghmore (laughter), T conless that when
[ read jnthe Dublin papers the particulars of that
gathering Lalmost felt mysell inclined, apainst my
conviction and my life-long prejudice, to pity the
paar [rish laodlords (langhter).  They were as-
sembled in the capital of Ireland deliberating how
best to save themselves from banlkruptey, and cer-
tainly it was an occasion when one might be tempted
to say “‘How are the mighty fallen.” Fifteen or
twenty years ago this very class was practically
omuipoient in Ireland.  The Government of Eng-
land would wait upon their every word, and the
Press of Great Britain would trumpet to the ends
of the earth resolutions that might be passed at a
meeting of landlords even of a county, [ scanned
some leading London papers the other day to see
what amount of space they would pive to the pro-
ceedings of the landlord convention in Dublin, and
I found that two of the largest metropolitan dlaily
papers pave one paragraph each to this convention,
[t appears that their chief ubject in this convention,
apart from a protest apainst extension of honest
county government to Ireland, was to make the
Ashbourne Act and the Balfour Act work a litls
more smaothly in the country. One of the land-
lords named Captain ()'Callaghan Westropp said,

5{11:.1I-r.in;¢ with relerence to these Purchase Acts,
that

WESTMINSTER

“He thought that purchase was the proper sys-
tem of reliel i they could get the tenants to pur-
chase or to start the purchase in the ditferent Jistricts
they would have done much,”

Ves, much would be done, no doubt, in the way of

relieving the Irish landlords, but [ am shrewdly of
opinion that

TiHE TENANT PAHMERS oF TRELAND WILL NuT
LT THEMSELVES OUT OF TUEIR wWAY—
will nol go to oo much labour, will not incur too
much anxiety in order to hring reliefl to these impe-
cunious fandlords of the Captain Q'Callaghan Wes-
tropp Lype (cheers). Another of them, vne Dir,

Traill, spoke very plainly also on the same sad
theme, and this is what he said —-

' e did not see how the landlords were 1o get

reliel except from the Ashbourne Act or from the
Ballonr Act."

This is the justification of the course which I took
e E855, when the Ashbourne Act was first passed.
I wamed thie tenant farmers of Ireland to be care-
ful how they touched that measure, and I ventured
to rechristen it **“The Irish Landlords' Relic
Bill™ (cheers), and here seven years afterwards
I find Captain O'Callaghan Weslropp and Iy,
Traill declaring before the world that the only
way in which they can get reliel is by the work-
g of the Ashbourne Act and the Ballour Act
of last year. All T have got to say on this poing
here to-day is  this, If the tenant farmers
will pul these Acls into operation at the presens
time they will regret it Maony of them think thas
a 20 per cent reduction on present rents is a preat
veliel, and something worth striving for,  \Well, 1
addmit that T agree that it is a tempting bait 1o hold
to them ; but [ say this, that if they only bide their
time, and wait until the lrish landlord property
will have to be sold at its market value, they wiil
receive not only a temparary abatement warth wait-
ing for and worth fighting for, but they will get
that relief [rom excessive rental burdens which Irish,
agricultural industry wants, and which must be
given Lefore the tenant-farmers will be ever in a

position to pay just wages to Irish agriculiural la-
bourers (hear, hear),

THE REAL TROUBLE UNDERLYING
LAND QUESTION

is this, and L wish to impress it upon the minds of
the tenant farmers here present—the landlo.ds of
Ireland are indebted through mortgage to English
banks and English money lenders to the extent of
one hundred and sixty million pounds to-day—a
s so vast that the mind ecan scarcely grasp it, an
amount greater than some of the national debts of
some of the Continental countries. Now, who is
going to lift that debt off the Irish landed property -
Will you, the tenant farmers? (Cries of “No,
no !") Who incurred it? It was not your r.-xtuf
vagance. You did notpgo to Monte Carlg - yoL
did not run horses for the Derby ; you di{i nokt
[:m+r:1d: any of the wasteful extravagance af the:
aristocracy in Rotten Row. This is, I maintain, e
debt that was incurred by the Irish landlords them
selves, and I say that they must bear the burden
and bear the conscquences (hear, hear). That
enormous load must not be allowed to weigh down
the a.g_ncultuml industry of Ireland, as it is sure
to do it you, the tenant farmers, follow the advice
of Dr. Traill and Captain O'Callaghan Westropp

and go about urging your neighbours to put the
Ashbourne Act and the Balfour Act into operation.
Leaving the land question for a moment, I have &
few words 1o say upon the prospects of Home Rule

and, t’na_nk God, since Rossendale those prﬂsptct;.-
are as bright as we could wish them to be (cheers),

I am certain that at the coming general election, by

THIS IRISH
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itin March or be it next autumn, a Home Rule
Government will be returned by the electors of
Great Britain and Ireland by an overwhelming
majority (cheers), and I do not care what the pro-
ceedings of Mr. John Redmond may be, they
cannot now prevent the triumph of the IHome Rule
cause

A Voice—Send them over to Kitty O'Shea.

Mr. Davitt—Never introduce names of (hat
kind, It does no good, and it is unworthy of Irish-
men. The folly of Factionism lortunately cannot
arrest the progress of a cause which by the force ol
1ts own moral momentum, is

GOING ON DBY LEAPE AND BOUNDS TOWARDS
SUCCESS,

and in a comparatively short time, perhaps before
we are three years older, we will at last see released
the hopes and the expectations of our ancestors and
our own yearning desires (cheers). Ol course vur
friends on the other side—these desperate patriots
who write down Mr. Swilte MacNeill and mysell
as Whigs and renepades (laughter)—say that they
have no puarantee that Mr. Gladstone's next Home
Hule Bill will be satisfactory to the national aspira-
tions of the Irish penple. Well, I, for my part,
believe that it will satisfy the national aspirations ol
Ireland. 1 am conlident it will be a better measure
—a more Democratic, and, consequently, a more
acceptable one than the Bill of 1886 ; and [ would
say to our friends on the other side that it would be
only common sense and political decency on their
part to wait and see what the measure is belore
they attempt to denounce it in advance (hear, hear).
The democracy of Great UDritain, which is the
backbone of the [Home Rule movement in Eng-
land, Scotland, and Wales, is thoroughly in sym-
pathy with our Nationalist democratic aspirations.
The workingmen of England and Scotland are
advanced Home Rulers; they are Radicals on this
qutsliun as they are upon other issues, and they
know as Radicals and as practical men that unless
a satisfactory measure of Home Rule is given to
Ireland it will not seutle the Irish question, and
their anxiety to have this question settled once and
for ever is explainable upon the ground that they
get the Irish question removed from Westminster 1o
Dublin, then they will have a fair held to fight the
aristocracy of Great Britain upon other great ques-
tions and other great issucs (hear, hear). There-
fore, I am confident that when Mr, Gladstone does
bring forward his Bill in the next Parliament you
will find tha! my prediction will be verified, and it
will be a measure which all we Nationalists can
accept in the belief that the application of such a
measure to Ireland will satisfy its National aspira-
tions and pive its people every oppurtunity ol
making Ireland the home of a peaceable, a happy,
and an industrious people (loutd cheers). There is
one subject, a somewhat personal one, upon which
1 would wish to say a few words lLelore making
way for my friend, dMr. Swilte M Neill. We have
got a paper published 1a this country called the
Darly Iniependent. (A voice—' The Mule," and
laughter), and I was astonished on waking up the
other morning to find that,

THE ELEGANT ORGAN O PIE-CORNER
PATRIOTISM

had offered to me the very important constituency
of Nerth Wexford (lavghter)., Well, somehow or
other I thought then, and I think now, that if the
gentlemen bebind the fudependent had anything 1o
offer they would not be likely 1o offer it to me
(hear, hear, and laughter), and I have a shrewd
suspicion that the reason why they went out of
their way 1o suggest that bLoth sections of the
Irish Party should pay me the compliment ol
having me returned without opposition for North
Wexlord was because they knew right well that if
they put a candidate forward there he would be
left nowhere when the votes were counted (cheers).
Well, 1 respectively decline the offer. I am sorry
to say that this same paper a few weeks ago held
me up to my countrymen as a swindler (cries of
“* chame "), and compelled me, near the end of
thirty years’ service to Ireland, to go to law in
order to defend my personal character and honour
from the stigma they have soupht to cast upon me.
In almost every issue of this paper, from the first
number to the present, I have been called a traitor
and a renegade, because, in an emergency—in a
crisis where I was compelled to choose between hy
country and a man—I tock the side of Ireland
(cheers) ; and this, forsooth, is the organ that
want both sections of the Irish Parly, in recogni-
rion to my lite long services to return me without
apposision for North Wexlord. Tt would be a
proud positin for any man in Irelend to find him-
selfl the representative of that constituency, but 1
sincercly hope and believe that within the confines
of Wexlord a man will be found warthy 1o represent
the sterling sentiment of that county—ihat a local
man who, generally speaking, makes the hest
representative, will be put forward, and that Mr,
John Redmond and his party will be asked to go
down there and fght apainst this man for the prize
of representing the constituency (cheers). One
word apout the paper and I have done. A few days
belote it went out of its way to make this generous
offer to me it played another dirty trick upon
me. [t took out oi a letter which I wrote to the
Afclborrne Advocate on the 12th of November, a
few paragraphs in which I certainly wrote very
strongly about my friend Mr. Tim Ilealy (loud
cheers). When I wrote that letter it was shortly
after Mr. Healy had made some relerence in a
public speech to the unlortunate woman who led
Mr, Parnell to ruin. 1 felt very strongly upon the
lanpuape that was applicd to that lady, and in my
letter to this Australian paper I certainly used very
strong lanpuage in reprobatiun ol the words which
I think, unfortunatzly, Mr. IHealy made use of in
his Longflord spcech, Well, I confess now that read-
ing that porticn of my letter, after Lhe lapse of
three months, my language appears harsh and un.
iust, and almost vicious towards Mr. [Healy, and I
regret it (cheers), because while he and I have more
than once had passages with each other with re-
ference to public policy, while he has said hard
things of me, and 1 have struck back, that

HAS NEVER PREVENTED US FROM WORKING
CORDIALLY TOGETHER IN THE INTERESTS OF
THE NATIONAL CAUSE,

nor hag it ever sundered the friendship which bepan
hetweew Mr. Ilealy and myself fifteen years ago.
Now, why [ call the inserlion of that portion of
my letter o the Jmdependent a  dirty trick,
was this ; Immediately alier the paragraph to which
I refer in this Australian letter 1 did justice to My,
Iealy in the following language, and if the paper
in Dublin had only inserted this paragrapb with the
ather portion of the letter I would have made no
reference 1o it here to-day. This is what 1 said
three months apo after scolding Tim for his bad
tongue, and [ am glad to have the opportunity of
reading it here to-day :—

i Tt is ten thousand pities that Mr, Ilealy should
impair his usefulness and mar the application of his
great ability by a conrsene.s of language which
none deplore more than his truest friends. Ilis
courage, talents, and indefatigable labours in the
people's cause have won praise from even his ene-
mies, and during the unhappy crisis which began a
year ago no one has rendered more waluable or
more conspicupus services on the side of the maja.
rity—if his ferocious Billingsgate be eliminated—
¢han the member for Longlord."

(Cheers). I think I have trespassed almast too
Tong upon your patience, and I will conclude as [
began with the language of hope and confidence.
TWWotwithstanding this unhappy split which mis-
guided men are trying to perpetuate without any
cause, or rhyme or reason, notwithstanding all their
efforts to prevent the Liberals of Great Dritain
from settling the Home Rule question, notwith-
standing all their endeavours to disgust the friends
of Jreland outside Ireland with the National cause,
T believe that despite their misgyided endeavours
Home Rule will triumph and triumph magnificently
in a very short time by the aid of the continyous
efforts of true Nationalists in Ireland and with the
accessory assistance that it will get from the sym-
-pathy and love of justice of the DBritish democracy
(loud and continued cheering).

Mr. Swilte M'Neill, M.P., who was loudly
.cheered, then addressed the meeting, Referring to
- <phe case of the evicted tenants, he said that they

were the men who had stood in the pap and had
saved the Irish tenants from the hopeless ruin
designed for them by the Jandlords. The duty
therelore Iay with their brother tenants and with the
Irish people to come generously to their aid, and
sustain them until they were reinstated in their homes
(cheers). As Mr. Davitt had pointed out the Irish
landlords were now asking for reliefl. A few years
ago these same landlords sent relief to the Irish
tenants in the form of the battering-ram, which they
presented to the Royal Irish Constabulary, toenable
them to batter down the homes of the tenants.
Were the Irish tenants going to relieve them now at
the approach of the general election by joining them
in a frandulent contract to buy them out of holdings
which belonped to the tenants? (hear, hear). No:
the Irish tenants owed too much to the DBritish
democracy, to rol them in the interesis of these
needy landlords  (cheers). Referring to  the
Factionist demawd of details as to Mr. Gladstone's
Home Rule Bill, Mr. M'Neill said their enemies
were asking for details in order that they may cloud
the main question and try to obscure the real issae
(hear, hear). Was wt likely that Mr. Gladstione,
who had remained out of office for six weaiy years
for the sole reason because he wished to do justice
to lreland and who was pledped to devite to that
great object the best energies of his hfe—was i
likely that he was going to destroy that preat
measure by making it animperfect one ? (hear, hear).
Mr. Gladstone had over 50 years' Parlismentary
experience, and in not showing his hand with
regard to the Home Rule Bill he was acting in a
statesmanlike fashion (hear, hear). And as to the
bogey of the llouse of Lords, why even Lord
Salisbury himself did not believe in that. The
House of Lords would act wiser than to obstruct
the llome Rule Bill (hear, hear). Dealing with the
cry of religious bigotry, Mr. M'Neill said he was
one of the persecuted minority {laughter), and he
hiad been returned lor the most Catholic constituency
in Ireland, and by the aid of the Catholic bishop
and the priests, by a majority of 3,000 over a
gentleman who was both a Liberal Univnist and a
Catholic, and who now was probably an ** Inde-
pendent Oppositionist * (cheers and laughter). In
conclusion, he said they must show a united front,
keep up their spirits, perfect their organisation, and
if they did so he feit confident that, with the
blessing of Gud, they would very soon have a Home
Rule Parliament in College Green (loud cheers).

The resolution was passed with acelamation.

Fatber I'ennelly baviog beew moved to the
second ohnir,

Mr. Edward Fenelon, who was warmly received,
proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Ilobertson for his
diginified conduct in the chair. Referring to the
statements made there on that day week he said
they were all sufficiently aquainted with Mr,
Robertson to treat the IPactionists observations
with contemvt. They knew his integrity, his
intelligence, his ability, perseverence and determi-
nation to stand by the tenant farmersand Inbourers
of Ireland (hear, hear). Mr. Carew, it sccmed,
was stumping the county at present. 1le was
performing the foolish nperation which some Irish-
men were “aid to be fond of long apo when they
had ““asupin' of dragging his coat in the mud
and erying ont was their anyone to stand on the
tail of it (A Voice—If he was here to day he
would not do it). Mr. Carew said the Federntion
meetings were held insecret. lle was happy to tell
him that that meeting of the manhood of the
country was not held in sceret—They were
assembled there on the high road of Narraghmore
ready to meet him—and the day would come
when his own constituency in North Kildare wonld
meet him and tell him that they no longer re-
quired his services, Mr, Carew said that Mr,
Robertson was a4 Scotchman and lie drew a com-
parison between him and My, Leahy. Well, all
he (speaker) would say about Mr. Leahy wag that
he was sorry he lad got into such bad company
{hear, hear). In Mr. Carew’s speeh there was not
a single sentence which had originated in his own
mind. The grenter portion of it was u relinsh of &
report of n National League in America, T'hat
was the stuff which Mr. Carew thought good
enongh for the few * Johuny Raws "™ that came
to listen to him on the previous Sunday (laughter),
The duty of the people in the future is to stand by
the majority of the Irish Uarlinmentnry Party,
It was not by the side of Mr. John Redmond, nor
the Very Rev. Mr, Harrington, vor by any of these
self-secking Factionists, who pretend to-day that
they are more honest and more patriotic than
Mr, Davitt, who had shown more earnestness in
one six months than the whole band of actionists
together had shown in all their lives (checrs).

bMr. Davitt—You will perhaps allow me to have
the pleasure of seconding the vote of thanks, and I
assure you it gratifies me very much to be in a
position to do so. 1 have had the pleasure to know
Mr. Robertson now for a long number of years,
and before 1 came iuto active political life in [re-
land I knew of him as a sterling champion of his
own class, and as a man one in sympathy with the
the people amongst whom his lot has been cast
(cheers); and 1 say we should honour Mr, Robert-
son more than if he was bern in Ireland from the
fact of being from Secotland, though of a kindred
race to our own, as he told you, e identified
himsell here in Ireland with its peaple and with its
National sentiment, and I am sure that if ever ocea-
sion requires that you should show your laith in
Mr, Robertson and appreciation of his services in
the National cause you, the voters of this district,
will not be wanting in your duty (cheers). Now I
have been asked to say one or two words about a
statemnent, among many others, that was made here
last Sunday by Mr. Clancy, M., I may remark,
belore referring to this statement, that 1 have not
Lieen able to read the speeches delivered here a week
ago,  Life is too short a period in which to po over
the flood of talk which is poured over the country
by the men of the other side, and I seldom or never
read a speech delivered by a Factionist unless [ am
told that it contains an attack upon myself (laugh-
ter). I must say of Mr, Clancy that I think he is
the least offensive of the gentlemen un the other
sile. I cannol now tax my memory with the recol-
lection of any bitter or uncompromising attack
which he has made upon the majorily who stood to
the country in the hour of trial, but 1 see fram this
speech made by the member for North Dublin that

he delivered the following extraordinary sentiment.
Ile said—

“Would any man who was returned in 184
have had the slightest chance ol election if he lad
nat been understood to Le Parnell's man? Not
even John Dillon or William O'Brien would have
the phost of a chance of betng returned if they had

not been penerally understood 1o be followers of
Mr. Parnell.”

I say that a more humiliating, a more degrading,
and more anti-National sentiment could not be
uttered. Why, what is it that we have heen strugr-
gling for—what is it we have been making sacrifices
for for the last fifteen years? Was it for Ireland—
was it for the National cause—was it for the free-
dom of our country, or was it for 2 man? Would
the Irish race throughaut the world—your generous
kindred—have come to ovr assistance so magnifi-
cently as they have done in this ight if we were
fiphting not for principle, not for National sell-
Government, but for an individual (no, no). I
am astonished that a man of Mr, Clancy's intelli-
gence, and 2 man whe has certainly rendered
pood service in the popular cause should have de-
livered himsell of so unnational a sentiment as
this, I say that the rock upon which we split in
this crisis was one of hero worship and one man
worship, Itisthe fault of the Irish people, not only
in this generation, but in the last generation, We
worshipped our leaders. If in this contest with
landlordisin and Castle rule we had fought for
principle instead of for Parnell, or rather il we
had given to our country all that was due to the
country—il we had fought for that principle in-
stead of putting all power and influence into one
man this crisis would never have occurred (hear,
hear). This is a National movement. a de-
mocratic movement, [t sprung (rom the people,
It was a movement ol the people by Lhe people
for the people, and il Parpell were Iwenty times a
greater leader than he proved himself 1o be, and 1
am not going to say a sinpgle word to belittle his
prestige, Ireland and Ireland’s cause stand infinitely
above the interest or ambition of any single in-

dividual (hear, hear), and I say that any man
should be scouted out of any Nationalist or de-
mocratic meeting in  Ireland who would give ut-
lerance to such anti-democratic sentiments as those
which I have read. It pives me preat pleasure
deed to support Lhis resolntion,

The vote was passed with cheers, and

The Chairman, in responding, said that in 1850
he backed up the late David O'Connor Henchy
apainst Lord Cloucurry, and since that time he had
been doing his little best to assist the penerous
people in acquiring their rights and their liberty
(hear, hear). Ile wasnow pretty old in the cause,
but he hoped to live to see a Parliament in Col-
lege Green, and the Irish peeple free {cheers).

The proccedings then terminated, .

Messrs, Davitt and M'Neill, M.P., were enter-
tained at dinner by Mr. Robertson, and both
gentlemen returned to Dublin by the night train,

MARYBOROUGII TOWN COMMISSION.

An adjourned meeting of the Maryborough
Town Commissioners was held at the Town Hall
om the evening of Friday, sthinst. The Commis-
sioners presenl were—Messrs. P Kelly, C.T'.C.
(in the chair), T. O'Neill, C. M'Dermott, A.
Metcalfe, |, Kavanagh, J. Hipwell, N. Walsh.

THE STORE ROOMS,

A letter was read from Mr. John Cranny, to
whom one of the Commissioners' store rooms is
let, stating that the Town Clerk had demanded
rent for the summer moaths, to which heobjected.
He was only willing to pay during the winter
months.

The Town Clerk cxplained that Mr, Cranny
did not follow the rule by delivering up the key
during the summer months, and thercfore he
sought to charge him. The store was let at
two shillings per week, and there was a sum
of f5 due up to the 31st May next. Mr.
Hanlon, who had another store, owed f4up to
that date, being two years' rent. DMr. Hanlon
always handed over the koy when done with it,

Mr. M'Dermott—Mr, Crauny keeps the key,
perhaps, in order to prevent anyone else from
getting the place.

The Chairman thonght a concession should be
made under all the circumstances, but suggested
a betler way of doing business the next time.

Mr. M'Dermotl said there was some laxity in
allowing two years' rent to accrue,

The Clerk admitted thai, but it was not his
fault, as he had demanded it repeatedly and did
not gel it,

Mr. M'Dermott was of opinion that anyone
holding the key in [uture should be charged rent
for the store,

On the motion of Mr, Walsh, seconded by Mr,
Kavanagh, the following resolution wasadopted :—

“That the sum of fy be taken in full from
Cranny for the use of the store up to the 31st
May, 13892, like rule to apply to Mr, ]. Hanlon,"

THE NEW RATE,

It was ordered that the clerk should prepare
an estimate of the rate for the year 1892, to be
laid before the commissioners for their consider-
ation at the next monthly mecting,

ARREARS OF OL1» RATE,

The Clerk laid belore the meeting a list of the
persons who had not paid their rates for the year
1891, the total bemng {5 05, 5d. 1lesaid it would
not be advisable, having regard (o what the
aunditor told him, tostrike off any of the names,

Mr. M*'Dermott—What action do you propose
taking?

Clerlk—T would sugeest that the matter be
handed over to our solicitor,

The Chairman mitialled the list, and

It was ordered that it be handed to Mr. Roe,
solicitor to the commissisners, in order that he
might sue the parties for the recovery of the
arrears due, those on unoccupied houses to be
struck ofl as irrecoverable.

IMPORTANT TO SURETIES.

The Clerk also asked for an order instructing
their solicitor to comnpel Messrs. Juhin Moore and
Thomas IRussell, sureties for the late rate col-
lector, o lodge to the credit of the Commissioners
the sum of {4 175, amount of rates collected but
not lodged.

Mr. N'Dermott thought it rather hard to come
down on these gentlemen who had every con-
fidence that the money would be lodped.

The Chairman admitted it was a hardship, but
the money was collected, and the commissioners
were responsible to the ratepayers,

Mr. M'Dermott—They are accountable,
doulbt,

Clerk--1 bhave reason to know that they are
willing to pay.

Mr. O'Neill=They are both honorable men,
only they got into a hobble.

Mr. M*Dermott mentioned that he and the late
Mr. Joseph Brennan went security f{or an officer
al ene time, and he thought it strange that in his
absence it was stated that he (Mr, M*'Dermott)
had not paid his share of the money,

Alr, O'Neill—Yon did not pay the whole of it.

Mr. M, Dermott—1 paid my portion of it.

Chairman-—That is not before the meeting at
present,

Mr. M'Dermotl—So far as T was concerned, I
did not shirk my respensibility,

Chairman—The commissioners accepted a
lesser amount than what was due,

Mr. M'Dermoti--And I paid it, and hold the
receipt,

It was ordered that the solicitor to the com-
missioners be instructed o procure from Messrs.
Moore and Russell the sum mentioned above, Lo
be lodged to the credit of the comissioners.

THE TOWN LIGHTING,

Mr, Metealle complained that polhing was
done in conection with the erection of two lamps
in Cuality-row. They had the pipes and every-
thing ready, and he did not see why the work was
not carried out,

Mr. O'Neil—\We must go against the gas
company.

Ar, BI'Dermott—The summer is coming on
now, and 1 suppose they will be put off again.

"n{]r Meteall—1 cannot see the canscof the delay
at all,

Mr. M'Dermott—I must say it is a great dis-
regard of the orders of this board.

Clerk—The pas eompany are to lay down 250
yards of a main, We shall have the lamps put
up this month. I want to have a lamp at Mr,
Buckley's coruer, and another at Mr. Madden’s,

Mr. M'Tdermott—1 approve of ove being put up
at Mr, Madden's corner,

Mr. Metenlfo—We ghould put up the two
passed a year ago first,

Mr. M‘Dermott—We had a letter from Mr,
Turpin some time ago complaining of the lighting
of the town, and stating that a new lamp should
be placed bobween every two of the existing ones.
I would not go ns far ns that, but I would put
lamps where they were nbsolutely necessary.

Mr. Metealfe said the town wns one of the
worst lighted in the country.

M. Hipwell thought it was not so bad as some
other towns,

It was ordered that, in addition to the two
lamps in (guality-row, one should be erccted at
Mr. Duckley's and another at Mr. Madden's
COTNer.

The meecting then adjourned,

T ——

Eres's Cocoa.—GRraTEFUL AND COMFORTING.
—"* By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws
which govern the operations of digestion and
nutrition, and by a careful application of the fine
properlies of well-sclected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has
provided our breakfast tables with a delicately
flavoured beverage which may save us many heav
doctors’ bills. It is by the judicious use of suc
articles of diet that a constitution may be gradually
built up until strong anough to resist every tendency
to disease. [Tundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever there is a weak
Euinl. We may escape many a fatal shalt by

eeping ourselves well fortified with pure blood and
a properly nourished frame. " — Civi! Service Gazelle,
—Made simply with boiling water or milk. Sold
only in packets, by Grocers, labelled—'' JAMES
Errs & Co., Homaopathic Chemists, London,"”
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MOUNTMELLICK BOARD OF" GUAR-

DIANS—Sarunpay,

Prosent—Messrs, E. 8. Smyth (in the chair),
W. IL. Cobbe, W. DD, Pattison, S. Gallagher, .J,
Lawlor, 'T. Morrio, W. Delaney, J. Conroy, J.
Kinsella.

STATE OF THE HOUHE,

Remaining since last week, 267 ; admitted, 41 ;
borp, U : discharged, 42; died, 2; remaining this
week, 204 ; corresponding week last year, 257;
number in ioflrmary, 60; do. in fever hospital,
13 ; cost of provisions reccived, £34 19s. 7d. ; do,
consumed, £60 3s, 0d.; peneral average cost in
hell, 3s. 8d. ; do, in infirmary, 48, 2d.; do. in
fever hospital, Gs. 9d. ; rates collected and lodged,
£114 1fis. Gd. ; rates outstanding, £4,608 2a. 7d.;
balance in favour of pguardinns, L2885 s, Ud.;
cost of outdoor relief, £33,

REMUNFERATION.

The Local Government Board wrote sanction-
ing the proposed payment of £2 25, per week to
Dr. Moloney as temporary substitute for Dr,
Neale.

THE LATE MIit, THOMAS CODRE.

Mrs, M. Cobbe wrote thanking the puardians
for their kind vote of sympathy on the death of
ber husband,

DIt. NEALE.

Dr. Neale wrote that he would not be able to
resume daty for another week, and it was ordered
that Dr. Moloney continue to discharge his
duties.

MR. METCALFE'S CONTRACT,

On the reading of the minutes Mr. ’attison
said the Clerk of Works should give his reasons
for refusing n certificate in the case of Mr. Met-
calfe's contract.

The Clerk eaid he had pot no instructions to
nsk his reasons,

Mr. Cobbe thought Mr. Keegan should not be
allowed to put ina letter stating that Metealle
may have been asked by a punrdian to slight his
wark, T'heletter shonld go on the minutes, and
Mettealfe's letter shoulid also po on to show that
there was untruthfulnese on either side.

On the motion of Mr. Pattison the clerk was
directed to write to Mr. Keegan asking for his
reasons for refusing to certify for Mr. Metenlfe's
contract in the Coolrain district,

Mr. Cobbe thought respectable contractors
ghould be treated fairly.

The Clerk said he would put Mr. Metealfe's
letter on the minutes of this week with » note
saying it was omitsed from last week's minutes.

Subsequently Mr. Metcalfe's letter (published
Inst week) was read and put on the minutes,

The Clerk said Local the Government Board In-
spector had reported that the ridge tiles were
not properly set on Mr. Metealfe's cottages.

SHEEP SCALL

Sheep scab was reported from the following
farms : —Representations of (. Sawyer, Derry-
carew ; Mr. James Dunne, Kilbrial ; Mr J. Cuddy,
Clonohill; Mr P, Barrington, Glendyne; and
J. BSawyer, Killanure,

FLEURO-FNEUMONIA.

Mr Mahony, V.5, reported that one cow, the
property of Mr IL. Smith, J.I', had died on his
farm nt Castiebrack. 1t showed signs of pleuro-
ponenmonia.  lle (Mr Mahony) forwarded the
lungs to the Veterinary Department where it was
proved the animal had died from plearo-
pnenmonia,

NEW TESANT FOR A COTTAGE.

Thomns Idpe was accepted as tenant for the
cottape built on the lands of Mr. Lalor on the
division of O'Moore’s TPorest which was about to
be given up by the occuping tenant,

THE AVOLIA COTTA4E—DUNNE V, GUANDIANS,

Mr, J. Byrne, B.S., Carlow, wrote that he had
made an inspection of above cottage as requested,
and that he was prepared to pive evidence when
requested.  He had also seen the board's solicitor
nnil forwarded him his report.

The Clerk said Mr. DByroe was therec on Weal-
nesday and Thorsday.

Mr. Cobbe—IlIe did not send us his report, but
he eame here before e went out and reasdl Mr,
I{eepnn's report,

Clerk—Ile diid,

Mr. Cobboe thought he should not have been
allowed to inspect the reports without an order
of the board, They had piven an order that he
was 00t to come in contact with either parties, It
wans an extraordinary thing that he should come
there to consult the other reports before he went
to inspect the cottage. Ilis report was worth
nothing,

Mr. Delaney thought heshould not be examined
in court. [le (Mr. Delancy) proposed him, and
proposed him on condition that hie should come
there as an independent engineer.

blr. Pattison thought it was extrnordinary that
he should send the report to the solicitor instead
of to the board. It was his business to seuml
them the report.

Chairman—Is it not sufficicnt to sendd it to our
aolicitor 7

Mr. Pattison—We employed Lim to examine
the cottage and send in his report.  Ile ¢an send
it to all the solicitors in the country il he likes.

The Clerk, in reply to Mr, Cobbe, said Mr.
Dyrne only read the report, he did not take copies
of them.

Mr. Gallagher thought that ns he did not do
whnt the board required they should dispense
with his services.

Mr. Morrin-—Iid the clerk ask him to send his
report here?

Clerk—No,

The Chairman said Mr. Turpin wrote that the
trinl might come off any minute, and it wonld
he necessary to have the report of an independent
engineer for the purpose of defence, nnd nnder
the eircumstances Mr, Byrne was asked to make
the inspection at once,

The Clerk said the gnardians were unanimous
in selecting him last week,

Mr. Conroy said he told Mr. Delaney lnst week
that o Carlow man should not be appoivted to
inspect for a Carlow man,

Chairman—Yon did not express that to the
board,

Mr. Gallagher—We appoioted him to make an
independent report without ecither sceing the
Clerk of Works or the contractor.

Mr. Cobbe—Let us ask him for his expenses
and his award, and then we will know whether we
can examine him or not.

Mr. Gallagher—I{ you are going to dismiss him
you don't want his award,

Mr. Cobbe said he was astonished that any en-
pineer would come to read the reports.

The Clork said he had asked Mr. Jer. Dunne
for the key of the cottage and he said he would
not give the key to any man but would go there
himself.

Mr. Gallagher—We will dispense with this
gentleman's service and give the rensons why.

Mr. Cobbe said they should ask him to send his
report by Wednesday, and also his bill of ex.
penses, and then by this day week they could see
what was to be done.

Mr. Gallagher thought this question could only
be settled by an independent committee of the
board,

'The Chairman thought it would be wise to let
this man go on, Ile was sclected by the gnar-
dinns,

Mr. Cooroy said he had read all the reports of
the Clerk of Works, and he was not a fit man to
iuspect the cottages av all.

Mr. Pattison thought it was a loose way of
doing things to employ a mao without fixing his
remuberation,

It was ordered that the clerk write to Mr.
Byrne requestiog him to send in his report by
Wednesday next and also his bill of expenses for
same,

Mr. Gallagher agreed with Mr, ’attison that it
was o foolish thing to employ a man without fix-
ing his remuneration,

The matter dropped,

m

IR IT AN ORNAMENTY?

Dr. Rice reported that a man named W. Cos-
tello had met with an accident by which be had
lost an eye, and it was necessary that he should
he supplied with a glass eye. Ile was very poor.

There was also  bill for the eye—17s,

The Clerk did not think the guardians could
pay this bill when the man did not come into the
house,

Mr. Gallagher snid there were many poor men
who had to do without an eye. They did not
want the ratepayers to be ornameoting men in
this way,

THE MOUNTRATH IUMPS.

Mr. Heory Barnott, Mountrath, wrote enlling
the attention of tho guardians to the Factory-

trect pump. It was idle for five weeks and was
more like a monument than a pump.

‘The Clerk said}Barnott was fomerly a contractor
for keeping these pumps in repait but the gunr-
dians took out a now contract at Inst hoard., ‘I'he
new coutractor wanted to be paid quarterly but
they could not make an apreement for quarterly
puyments as the Clerk of Works had refused to
ingpect them quarterly.

Mr. Delaney said this would gire rise to a gowd
muny abuses. The contractor mipght leave the
pumps out of repair until near the enil of the year
if the Clerk of Works did not inspect them,

Mr, Cobbe—Htlas he not always done it ?

Clerk-—1le refuses to do it latterly.

Mr. Cobbe thought it was strange to have an
ornamental officer to go about once a year.

Chairman—What will you do?

Mr. Delaney said the pumps should be always
in working order.

Mr. Gallagher said the contractor should not
be out of his money for years f the Clerk of Works
does not think fiL to inspect the contracr,

Mr. Cobhe suppested that they pet a written
relusal from the Clerk of Works.

Mr, Pattison—The result will be four visits at /1
prr visit,

The Clerk said there was an order on the hooks
that no money be paid to any contractor withnut a
certificate from the Clek of Works, [e would
draw up a special form of contract for this case.

It was wrdered that the Clerk write to Mr.
Keegan to know his reason for not inspecting the
pumps quarterly.

MOUNTMELLICK RELIEVING OFFICER,

Mr, Sutheran, R,0., applied for some place lo
pay outdoor reliel.  1le was paying nn the church
steps for some time past, but the Rev, Me, Willis
obijected to that,

Mr, Cobbe s2id they should pive him £2 for an
office, as they had done with the others.

It was ordercd that Sutheran get f2 a year to
provide an office.

MR, KEEGAN'S AUCNUNTS,

The Chairman (Mr. E. 5. Smyth) reported that
the eommittee to investivate Mr. Keepan's acconnis
assembled by order of the Board of Guardians at
ten o'clock on Friday, the gth February, 182,
Peesent © Messes. 15, 5. Smyth (clairman), Pattison,
Mocrin, Kinsella, Shoriall, and 1* Coble.

Letters were received from Messrs, Kemmis and
H. Smith resigning their appointments on the com-
mittee.

A letter was also received from Mr. Keepan re-
fusing to alide by the decision of the committee ss
at present  constituted,  Ile  objected to Mr,
P'. Cobbe as a member of the committee.

The commitiee then proceeded to examine Mr.
Keepan's claim for £410 185, . and reduced it to
483 175, 1od., which sum they recommended
should be ofizred to Mr, Keegan in (ull payment up
to the date furnished. The Chairman dissented,
and took no part in the proceedings except to record
the item for the infurmation of the puardians.,

Mr. Patiison said the most lenient man an the
commitiee towards Mr. Keepan was Mr, Thomas
Cobbe,

The Chairman endorsed what Mr. Pattison said,

The Clerk then read out the various items, all of
which were cut down, and some struck out alto-
pether.

Mr., Cobbe—The commitice allowed (83 alonp
with the other payment of £75.

Mr, Delaney—1las he not been paid S1og under
the Labourers Act?

The Clerk said he thought so.

Mr. Delaney said Mr. Keegan had heen paid
£104, and that with the £83 175, would make
L187 17s,

Mr. Pattison thoupght the hoard should take some
notice ol the fact that Mr. Keepan did not think fit
to attend the meeting of the committee, e pro-
posed that the hill be printed, and that a copy be
supplied to the differeat puardians. 1le believed
a great many of them were in the dark on the
matter.

Mr. Cobbe—~And also the awards of the com-
mittec.

Mr. Kinsella seconded Mr. I'attison’s proposi-
Lron.

Br, Delaey proposed —'* That the board beg to
thank the committee for their labours aud approve
of their awnrd of £53 175, amld they believe that
this sum in addition to the £100 already paid is
ample remuneration for Mr. Keepan.”

Mr. Gallagher seconded the motion.

P'assed, the Chairman dissenting.

Br. Kinsella proposed and Me, Lalor seconded—
““That the Clerk of Works' accounts be printed,
and a copy lurnished to each member of the hoard,
and also the award ol the committee ; and that the
accounts be published in the local papers.”

I’nssed, the Chairman dissenting.

On the motion of Mr. Pattison, seconded hy Mr,
Gallapher, the Local Government Loard were re-
quested to sanction the tender of £83 175, to Mr,
Keegan.

I'assed, the Chairman dissenting,

Proposed by Mr. Pattison and seconded by Mr,
Conroy—"* That the board corsider that the cun-
duct of the Clerk of Works in relusing to attend
the committee, as requested, very reprehiensible and
deserving ol the censure of the board.”

Passed, the Chairman dissenting,

The Loard adjourned,

LOCAL FAIRS NEXT WEEK,

Saturday, 13th February—Blessington, County
Wicklow ; borrnisokane, County Tipperary.

Monday, 1 sth—aAbbeyleis ; Ballycumber, King's
County ; liridgetown, County Wexford; Cool-
greaney, do.

Tuesday, 16th—Dallinakill, (Quecen's County ;
Daltinglass, lFethard: Mountmnellick : Round-
woad, County Wicklow ; Taghmon, County
Wexford,

Wednesday, 17th—Callan ; Dungarvan ; Naas:
Mountrath;

Thursday, 15th—Carnew, County Wicklow ;
Grraiguas, Queen’s County,

Friday, 1gth—Castlebridge, County "\'h’l:xf:::n.’:l;
Tullamore.

MounTMmMELLICE PRTTY Sessioxs.—The busi-
ness of this sessions consisted of a large number
of cases of drunkenness. The easeof the Guardians
v. Rev. I’. Cotton was adjourned for the attend-
ance of Dr. Neale, who is ill. John Heffernan,
Ballyfinn, and William Gavan, Marybourough,
were fined 10s. 6d. each with costs for being
trunk in charge of a horse and eart, and Michacl
Galvan, of Tullamore, was fined 155. and costs for
a similar oftence. Richard Young, Cappalough,
was fined 7s. 6d. and costs for being drunk in
charge of an ass and cart. The other business
was of no importance, The magistrates were
Mr. V, Fitzgerald, R.M. {presiding), and Captain
Croaisdaile.

DEAFNIESS.—THE AURAL WORLD, a large
Monthly Magazine desling with all subjects per-
taining to diseases of the Ear, as well as general
health notes. Contributed to by leading Aurists,
Should be read by all persons suffering from
Deafness, Noises in the Iead, or other aural
troubles, Ewery copy worth guineas, Post free,
7d.—Tublishers, AURAL WorLD (List A 199), No,
22, Warwick Lane, London, E.C.
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